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September 19, 2021 

Cardinal Charter Academy 
2021-2022 

Message from the Interim Principal 
 

 

 

One of my promises to the Cardinal community is open communication and transparency. One of the com-
mon questions I have frequently been asked has been related to changes in staffing and resignations. COVID-
19 has impacted many areas of our daily lives including the educational landscape. One cannot turn on the 
news or open a magazine without some reference to the growing shortage of teachers. While the shortages 
of teachers used to be confined to exceptional children and middle/high school math and science, all areas 
are now experiencing critical shortages of teachers. There are fewer college graduates entering the teacher 
profession, more retirements from concerns of COVID-19, and teachers leaving the profession entirely. 
Wake County Public Schools has almost 500 classroom teacher vacancies which accounts for approximately 
10,000 students currently without a permanent classroom teacher. 
 
Cardinal is also experiencing similar challenges in securing permanent staff open positions. Our strategy to 
fill our vacant positions is two-fold:  
1. Retention of our current staff: We are focusing on improving the work environment and re-building the 
damaged culture from our rocky start and leadership changes. You'll see requests for our parent volunteers 
to help us in some of these efforts. I'm actively working to secure additional compensation to demonstrate 
my commitment to our staff.  
2. Casting a wider net: I'm actively partnering with our state and national support teams to recruit highly-
qualified applicants for our open positions. We are fortunate to be part of a successful network of schools 
and can cast a wider net beyond our immediate geographic area. Every effort is being made to attract and 
hire certified staff. 
 
The road ahead of us will not be without more bumps and obstacles, but I truly believe we have the strong 
foundation in this community that will prevail. I appreciate our staff who have persevered through these 
challenges and the parent volunteers that have provided valuable support when we need it the most.  
 

Cande Killian Wood 
CSUSA Deputy State Director—NC/Interim Principal 

Upcoming Calendar Dates (as of 9/19 check Calendar for updates) 

  
9/20 Cross Country Home Meet 9/23 Boys’ Soccer  Home Game 
9/21 8 a.m. Safety Patrol Meeting (cafeteria) 9/23  City BBQ Spirit Event (signup) 
9/21 Boys’ Soccer  Away Game 9/24 Teacher Workday—No School for Students 
9/22 Cross Country Away Meet 9/28 Boys’ Soccer Home Game 
9/23 Paid Dress Down—Football Team (ticket) 9/30 Boys’ Soccer Away Game 

Teacher Workday on Friday, September 24.   

There will be No School for Students on Friday. 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://ccaptccary.org/calendar/
https://signup.com/go/ccaevents
https://give.classy.org/CCA2022DD1Football
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2021-2022 

EOG ELA Scores—New 

End-of-Grade (EOG) ELA test scores from the 2020-

2021 school year will be sent home with students 

this week.  The scores for students in grades 4-8 

were delayed in all public schools this past year due 

to the state re-normalizing test scores. 

First Paid Dress Down Day 

The first paid dress down day 

will take place on Thursday, 

September 23.  Students may 

pay $3.50 to wear their favor-

ite college or NFL football team 

shirt or jersey with any uni-

form bottom.  Spirit wear 

shirts are also acceptable; however you still must 

pay.  Purchase tickets for the dress down here.  If 

you purchased a dress down pass with your school 

start pack, you do NOT need to purchase an addi-

tional ticket.  All proceeds go to the athletics de-

partment.    
Picture Day—New 

Mark your calendars for picture day on October 4.  

These pictures will be used for the yearbook, so reg-

ular uniforms are required (elementary—red polo, 

middle school—white or blue polo).  No PE uniforms 

are allowed this day. 

Sign up to help with picture day here! 

Safety Patrol—New 

Students in grades 4-8 are invited to apply to Cardi-

nal's safety patrol program.  Safety patrol is where 

students help out during morning carpool, after-

noon carpool, and other various events throughout 

the year.  Students must fill out this form to apply.  

The first team meeting will take place Tuesday, Sep-

tember 21 at 8 a.m. 

Arrival Information—New 

All students must use the carpool lanes for morn-

ing drop-off.  There is no stopping or drop-off any-

where along St. Charles Place or neighboring busi-

nesses.  Please help us keep our students and staff 

safe by following the rules and procedures of morn-

ing carpool.  Carpool guidelines may be found here. 

Grade 3 BOG Scores—New 

Beginning of Grade (BOG) scores for third grade stu-

dents will be sent home on September 24. 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://give.classy.org/CCA2022DD1Football
https://signup.com/go/ccaadminopportunities
https://forms.office.com/r/WjpaGTAenP
https://ccaptccary.org/resources/
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Dismissal Information 

Dismissal has been an ongoing concern as the 

school year has begun.  The process has gotten 

faster, but we need help from parents to ensure 

the process continues to improve.  It is important 

for parents to remain in their original pick-up lane 

and not switch to another lane.  Switching lanes 

creates issues in the process and slows our pro-

gress.   

It is equally important that families do not arrive 

prior to 2:30 p.m.  The Town of Cary Police will 

give citations for those who are parked on 

Maynard Rd or those who are blocking the left turn 

lane from Maynard Rd onto Grande Heights Dr.   

Curriculum Night—Updated 

Due to concerns with COVID-19 and the new Delta 

variant, we've decided to move curriculum night to 

a virtual setting. An updated schedule and more 

information will be released this week.  Curriculum 

night will still take place September 30. 

Outdoor Eating—Updated 

School leadership is continuing to sort through the 

logistics of offering outdoor lunch options. Cardinal 

is looking forward to the expanded outdoor areas 

provided by the PTC and cooler fall weather to pro-

vide safe outdoor eating opportunities for students. 

AIG Information—New 

Hello families!  The fall Academically Intellectually 

Gifted (AIG) nomination window is open for both 

teachers and families to nominate students whom 

they feel should be considered for Cardinal's AIG 

program.   

We are accepting nominations now through Friday, 

October 1, at 5 p.m. Please go to our school website 

https://cardinalcharter.org/ and click on the 

"Academics" tab and then the "Academically Intel-

lectually Gifted Program (AIG)" tab to find links to 

the parent information presentation, nomination 

form, and parent consent to create a learner profile. 

If your student has already been identified and is 

part of our program, you do not need to reapply. 

Current AIG families received an email at the end of 

last school year regarding last year’s review for all 

identified students. Reviews for this year won’t hap-

pen until near the end of this school year. 

If you have any questions, please contact Theresa 

Bissonnette (tbissonnette@cardinalcharter.org). 

COVID Protocols Handbook —New 

An updated COVID protocols handbook was shared 

with families last week.  This outlines school proto-

cols for ensuring that we are providing the safest 

learning environment for our students. This hand-

book reflects our requirements as a public school 

outlined in NC Strong Schools Toolkit. In addition, 

Nurse Sophie and Cardinal’s leadership team will 

work closely with the Wake County Health Depart-

ment to ensure we're keeping our students safe.  

The handbook may be found here. 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://cardinalcharter.org/
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/CARD_WelcomeLetter_09182021.pdf
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School Resources Access 

If you are having trouble accessing any of Cardi-

nal’s school resources, such as SchoolMint, Pow-

erSchool, Schoology, or Clever, please fill out the 

form below and someone from the school will 

address your problem.  If you are not receiving 

the newsletter, please select “other” and in the 

description say “not receiving the newsletter.”  

https://www.cardinalcharter.org/apps/forms2/?

f=26665  

CCA PTC BINGO 

CCA depends on families to give their time, talents, 

and resources to close the funding gaps and make 

CCA the best we can be.  This year, more than ever, 

we need families to participate in a variety of activi-

ties to meet the needs of our school.  To promote a 

sense of community and to have some fun, we've cre-

ated PTC Bingo.  Those who achieve "BINGO" are eli-

gible for prizes, but more importantly, may gain a 

whole new perspective on the CCA community. A 

BINGO card may be printed here. 

Headphone Donations—New 

Many students don’t have headphones or ear-

buds, which are needed for i-Ready, our assess-

ment and curriculum instruction 

software.  If you have extras, 

please send them to school with 

a donation form, labeled “Ms. 

Harvell.”  Sign up here to earn 

volunteer hours! 

Spirit Event at City BBQ 

On September 23, Cardinal will have a spirit event at 

City BBQ on Kildaire Farm Road in Cary from 11 a.m. 

to 8 p.m.  Use fundraiser code “FundA” and City BBQ 

will donate 20% of the proceeds to Cardinal’s PTC.   

Families may earn a half hour volunteer credit for 

attending the spirit event.  Sign up for the event here 

and then email your carpool number and a picture 

from the restaurant or at home with takeout to cardi-

nalcharterevents@gmail.com.  All pictures must be 

received by September 24 at midnight to receive 

credit.   The signup closes on September 23. 

Flu Shots and COVID Vaccines—New 

In partnership with Pittsboro Pharmacy, Cardinal 

will offer flu and COVID vaccines, on October 1 

from 11-2 p.m.  These will be offered on campus 

to all staff and is open to volunteers.  To ensure 

we have enough vaccines on hand, you must fill 

out this form.  Responses are due by 5 p.m. on 

Wednesday, September 22.  A signup will be sent 

out after Wednesday for participants to pick a 

time slot for their vaccine.  For questions, please 

email Nurse Sophie. 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://www.cardinalcharter.org/apps/forms2/?f=26665
https://www.cardinalcharter.org/apps/forms2/?f=26665
https://ccaptccary.org/ptc-bingo/
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Donation-Drop-off-Form.pdf
https://signup.com/go/ccaecwishlist
https://signup.com/go/ccaevents
mailto:cardinalcharterevents@gmail.com
mailto:cardinalcharterevents@gmail.com
https://forms.office.com/r/EcYm8yGQ6L
mailto:styler@cardinalcharter.org
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Staff Lounge Stock-up 

CCA Staff is running full throttle so let's make sure they have fuel for their tanks. Sign up to provide snacks 

and drinks for the staff lounges. There are a variety of suggestions on the SignUp, but feel free to provide 

your favorite individually packaged snacks.   https://signup.com/go/ccastaffappreciation 

This will be an ongoing initiative throughout the school year so anytime you are shopping, add a little some-

thing extra to your cart for our staff! 

Show the Love 

The PTC has created the following list of ways we can Show the Love to demonstrate our teachers and staff 
members just how much we appreciate and support them! Some of these are quick and easy, but truly 
make a big impact! Involve your whole family and let’s all make a positive impact on our little Cardinal cor-
ner of the world! 

 

*Write a “thank you” note or email to your child’s teacher 

*Have your child write or draw a note to their teacher 

*Send in a $5 gift card for coffee or another store  

*ASK your child’s teacher how you can help 

*Offer to take a staff member’s carpool duty 

*Offer to be with your student’s class during lunch so their teacher can have a break 

*Ask a staff member for their favorite lunch meal and send it via GrubHub for them to enjoy  

*Get together with other parents, take orders, and send an entire team lunch via GrubHub or drop at the 

front  

*Ask your teacher if you can run by and give them (and other team members) a bathroom break 

*If time and situation allows, sign up to be a Substitute Teacher so staff can focus on their assigned duties 

and not have to fill in for other classes 

*Show extra kindness through your words and actions towards everyone at school 

And, last but not least……  

*Volunteer through SignUp for one of the many opportunities the school already has!! 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://signup.com/go/ccastaffappreciation
https://ccaptccary.org/volunteer-opportunities/


 

©2021 CCA PTC Cary. Material may be used unaltered with attribution unless otherwise restricted. https://ccaptccary.org/ 

September 19, 2021 

Cardinal Charter Academy 
2021-2022 

Do not arrive for afternoon carpool before 2:30 p.m.                                       

Cary PD may issue citations to those parked on Maynard Road. 

New Cardinal—New 

As staff joins the Cardinal family, we will feature them in this part of the parent newsletter.  If you see them 

around the school or in the community, please give them a warm Cardinal welcome! 

My name is Maryann Schroeder and I have the pleasure of being a kindergarten 

teacher this year at Cardinal Charter Academy.  I am originally from Wisconsin, 

but have lived in Colorado, New Jersey, Boston and now here because of my 

husband’s job.  I have a degree in Early Childhood Education from the Universi-

ty of Wisconsin-LaCrosse, and I am certified to teach K-6.  This will be my 31st 

year of teaching kindergarten and I love it!  I have two married adult children.  

My son, Kevin, has his doctorate in sports medicine and my daughter, Caroline, 

has her doctorate in physical therapy.  I also have two sweet grandchildren ages 

3 and 5.  I am very excited to work with your children and be a part of Cardinal 

Charter Academy. 

Water bottle 

refill stations 

have arrived 

and the first 

one was        

installed last 

week!  Thank 

you to our    

parents and 

PTC! 

https://ccaptccary.org/
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COVID Information 

As a reminder, the CDC recommends everyday preventive actions to limit the spread of respiratory viruses, 
including:  

 • Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
that contains at least 60 percent alcohol if soap and water are not available.  

 • Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  

 • Avoid close contact with people who are sick.  

 • Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others in public settings where social dis-
tancing is not feasible.  

 • Monitor your health daily, be alert for symptoms, and stay home when you are sick.    

 

We have added to the safety protocols from last school year. For this school year we will be following the 
Strong Schools NC Public Health Toolkit (K-12) related to COVID-19 safety protocols and procedures.  A link 
to the toolkit can be found here:  https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/media/164/open.  

We are not requiring, but are strongly encouraging, everyone 12 and older who is eligible to receive a COVID
-19 vaccine to get one if they wish to do so. A link to the CDC website where you can find more information 
about the COVID-19 vaccines is here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html.  

Masks are required for all students, staff, and volunteers in the building.  Masks are worn except when 
eating/drinking or while outside. 

Weekly COVID-19 Report—Updated 

Cardinal Charter Academy strives to be completely transparent with our community while still protecting 
privacy. Each week, CCA will provide our families with an updated account of COVID-19 cases in the building 
along with a comparison to the week prior.  Cardinal will continue to follow CDC and NCDHHS procedures 
and notify those who were potentially exposed. We are in consistent collaboration with the Wake County 
Health Department in an effort to prevent the spread of COVID within our community. 

 
 
 
 

If there is a confirmed exposure or positive case in your home please keep your child(ren) at home and email 
Nurse Sophie Tyler styler@cardinalcharter.org immediately for further instructions related to quarantine 
and guidance moving forward.  
As always, anyone who experiences symptoms associated with COVID-19 should contact their health care 
provider immediately and then advise Cardinal Charter Academy of any positive diagnosis for COVID-19.  

Number of COVID-19 Cases for the  
week of September 6 

Number of new COVID-19 Cases for the 
week of September 13 

5 2 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/media/164/open
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
mailto:styler@cardinalcharter.org
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COVID Protocols FAQs 

1. How do I report a confirmed COVID case or confirmed exposure?  

Email Nurse Sophie at styler@cardinalcharter.org to report any confirmed COVID cases in your family as well as any confirmed 
exposures.  

2. What happens when a confirmed case is reported of an individual that has been present inside of the school building?  

Once it is reported to Nurse Sophie, she immediately reports it to the Admin team. For a student that is confirmed positive, Nurse 
Sophie will contact the family and triage the situation. If the positive student has been inside of the building at all in the past 48 
hours, any individuals considered to be close contacts (mask off and within 6 ft for over 15 minutes over a 24 hour period) will be 
notified. If it is a school day the identified close contacts will be isolated as discretely as possible and their parents will be notified 
immediately to come and pick them up to start their quarantine period.  

3. How does the school determine who is a close contact?  

We identify where your student eats lunch and snack, since that is the time of most vulnerability when their masks are off, and 
look at the teacher’s seating chart to determine who sits within 6 ft of the individual who tested positive.  

4. When can my child come back to school if they have tested positive? 

If your child tests positive they can't return back to school until it has been 10 full days since their symptoms started or if no symp-
toms were present, 10 days from when the positive test result was received.  

5. When can my child come back to school if they have been determined to be a close contact to someone who has tested posi-
tive for COVID?  

If your child has been exposed to someone positive for COVID they will need to do a 7-day minimum quarantine and receive a neg-
ative COVID test result, taken no earlier than day 5 of their 7-day quarantine. If you do not want to have them tested, they will 
need to do a 10-day minimum quarantine and remain symptom free before they can return to school.  

6. What if my child is showing symptoms of COVID (fever, cough, shortness of breath, fatigue, headache, sore throat, new loss 
of taste or smell, runny nose or congestion, chills, body aches, nausea, vomiting or diarrhea)?  

Keep them, as well as any siblings, at home until you have the sick child tested for COVID. If the result is negative, then any siblings 
may return to school. The child who has symptoms, but tested negative must remain home until they have been fever free for 
over 24 hours and other symptoms are improving.  

7. What if one of my children was exposed at school but they also have siblings that attend the school as well?  

Only the exposed child will need to quarantine. Siblings to the exposed child will not be required to quarantine and can remain in 
school.  

8. What if I have multiple children and only one of them tests positive?  

The positive child will be required to complete a 10-day quarantine and can return to school after 10 days if they have been fever-
free for 24 hours and other symptoms are improving as well.  Unfortunately for the siblings in this situation, they are required to 
complete the original 10-day quarantine with their positive sibling. In addition to this they will be required to complete an addi-
tional 7-day minimum quarantine and be tested for COVID no earlier than day 5 of this 7-day quarantine. The reason they must do 
this is because their last date of exposure to the positive child is considered to be on day 10 of the positive child's quarantine peri-
od.  

9. What information is needed when reporting a confirmed case related to your student? 

Full name, grade, teacher, best contact number for parents, date of covid test, date results were received, location where the test 
was taken, what kind of test (antigen/rapid or PCR/molecular), date your child was last in school, if they have any symptoms and 
when the symptoms started, if they have had any know recent exposures, and vaccination status. 

https://ccaptccary.org/
mailto:styler@cardinalcharter.org
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COVID Protocols FAQs Continued—*Updated* 

10. What if my family is traveling internationally or traveling out of state soon? 

We have been advised that for any travel, including both international OR domestic (out of the state of NC), a 7-day minimum 
quarantine is required starting the day after you return, with a COVID test taken no earlier than day 5 of quarantine. As long as the 
results are negative, and they remain symptom free they are allowed to return to school after 7 full days have passed after you 
returned from your travels.   

11. *How do I report COVID Test Results?* 

Email all COVID test results to Nurse Sophie at styler@cardinalcharter.org. 

12. *What if my child is fully vaccinated and is exposed to someone with COVID at school?* 

If your child is fully vaccinated and is exposed to a classmate who has tested positive for COVID, they do NOT have to quarantine 
since they are fully vaccinated. However, if your child starts to show any symptoms of COVID after a recent exposure they will 
have to quarantine and get tested for COVID.  They can return back to school as long as the test results come back negative and 
their symptoms are improving for 24 hours.  

13. *What if someone in my household tests positive for COVID?* 

If someone in your household tests positive for COVID, your child will have to quarantine for a minimum of 10 days after the last 
date of exposure to the positive individual or 7 days with a negative COVID test result taken no earlier than 5 days after exposure, 
and only if they are symptom free. You will work closely with Nurse Sophie in determining exactly when your child may return. If 
your child is fully vaccinated, they can return to school as long as they remain symptom free. 

Exception: If a parent or family member tests positive in the household and you send your child to a family or friends house for 
quarantine, they may return to school as early as 7 days since their last date of exposure to the positive person in their household. 
They must test for COVID on day 5 at the earliest from the last date of exposure. If negative and asymptomatic they may return to 
school after a full 7-day quarantine. They may not return home until the positive family member completes their entire 10-day 
quarantine.   

14. *What if my child has tested positive for COVID within the last three months and has been exposed to someone who tested 
positive for COVID?* 

If your child has tested positive for COVID in the last three months and is exposed to COVID  at school or outside of school, then 
they are not required to quarantine as long as they remain asymptomatic. Documentation of their recent COVID infection must be 
sent to Nurse Sophie for verification of the exemption to quarantine.  

 

Cardinal is following the Strong Schools NC Toolkit for COVID policies and procedures related to quarantine found here.  

The Wake County Health Department has the FINAL say with the quarantines rules and we must follow what they ultimately 
advise once we report cases to them.  

https://ccaptccary.org/
mailto:styler@cardinalcharter.org
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/media/164/open
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED—Updated 

Use the links below to find new volunteer opportunities to fulfill your volunteer commitment.  A complete 

list of volunteer opportunities can be found on the PTC website here. 

List of volunteer opportunities:  

Administrative and Operations Support (including CCC): https://signup.com/go/ccaadminopportunities   

Carpool and Cafeteria Helpers/Monitors: https://signup.com/go/ccacarpoolcafeteria 

Staff Meeting Treats: https://signup.com/go/ccastaffappreciation 

 

We are continuing to use SignUp this year to provide volunteer opportunities and wishlists. Training will be  

available for teachers, room parents, and committee chairs from our volunteer coordinator, Allison. Please 

contact her if you need help. 

Ms. Waginger’s third-grade class studied the scientific method and made slime 

during their lab! 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://ccaptccary.org/volunteer-opportunities/
https://signup.com/go/ccaadminopportunities
https://signup.com/go/ccacarpoolcafeteria
https://signup.com/go/ccastaffappreciation
mailto:ccacommunityinvolvement@gmail.com
mailto:ccacommunityinvolvement@gmail.com
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Cross Country Schedule 

**All students must be at meets by 3:15 p.m. unless otherwise noted. Meets will begin at 4 p.m. *** 

Home meets are at 1309 New Hill Olive Chapel Rd, Apex, NC 27502  

9-20-21 Cardinal hosts Sallie B. Howard, Mt. Zion, CCA-Wendell Falls 

9-22-21  Jaguar Patriot Invite (Maureen Joy Charter School) @ Duke University Al Buehler Trail: 

 3001 Cameron Blvd, Durham, NC 27705  

10-4-21 Cardinal hosts Sallie B Howard, Rise SE Raleigh, Wayne Prep 

**REMIND GROUP CODE FOR CROSS COUNTRY: Send text to 81010 then message @FKABC99  

To sign up for Cross Country 21-22 notifications, please visit https://www.remind.com/join/fkabc99. 

Boys’ Soccer Schedule 

***All games start at 4 p.m.  Home games are hosted at Wake Med Soccer Park 

on Field 2. *** 

9-21-21  Cardinal @Durham Academy: 3116 Academy Rd Durham, NC 27707  

9-23-21  Kipp Academy @ Cardinal  

9-28-21 MJCS @ Cardinal  

9-30-21 Cardinal @Ascend Leadership Academy: 283 Harvey Faulk Road, Sanford NC 27332  

10-6-21  Cardinal @ Kipp: 439 Chandler Rd. Durham, NC 27703  

10-07-21 Cardinal @ RISE SE Raleigh  

10-14-21 Sallie B Howard @ Cardinal  

10-18-21  Cardinal @ Wayne Prep  

10-19-21 Cardinal @ Maureen Joy Charter School: 619 Snow Hill Rd. Durham, NC 27712  

10-23-21 & 10/24/21 CIAC Soccer Championships: Location TBD  

REMIND GROUP CODE FOR SOCCER- Send a text to 81010 with the message @2122CARD to join the team.  

To sign up for 21-22 Cardinal Soccer notifications, please visit  https://www.remind.com/join/2122card.  

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://www.remind.com/join/fkabc99
https://www.remind.com/join/2122card
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PTC Website 

The PTC website is parents’ go-to place for all things Cardinal.  On the site, you’ll find: 

• A school calendar with events going on in the school 

• School supply lists 

• Uniform information 

• Past Cardinal Convo recordings and flight school presentations 

• Volunteer opportunities 

• Parent newsletters 

• Much more! 

www.ccaptccary.org 

Email: ccaptccomms@gmail.com 

 

School Lunch Menu for the Week of September 20 

School breakfast and lunch are free for all students. 

Breakfast* 

 

 

 

Lunch* 

*Menus may change due to food availability. 

https://ccaptccary.org/
http://www.ccaptccary.org
mailto:ccaptccomms@gmail.com
https://csusa-nc.nutrislice.com/m/cardinal-charter-academy
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Kindergarten students read the book The Dot this week and painted their own dots! 

https://ccaptccary.org/
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