
Welcome 
Kindergarten 
Families!
Parent Information Session 2021-2022



Jessica Benefiel

 My name is Jessica Benefiel. I was 
born and raised in Greenville, SC. I 
have a degree in Elementary 
Education and Early Childhood. I 
taught kindergarten for 15 years in 
South Carolina. This is my fourth year 
teaching kindergarten at Cardinal. I 
have a fourth grader and 
eighth grader at Cardinal. In my free 
time, I like to read and take walks on 
the many Greenway trails. I am 
looking forward to meeting you and 
your family.



Julia Ware

 Hi Returning and New CCA Families!

 My name is Julia Ware, a girl mom of both a rising 
kindergartener and third grader! I love food, cheer, all things 
Michael Jordan, laughter, music, fashion, and igniting young 
learners to believe in themselves! I received my bachelor's 
degree from the original teacher's college, Winston-Salem 
State University, majoring in birth-kindergarten education, with 
a business administration concentration. This is my 5th year 
here at CCA, making it a total of 9 years as an educator. 
During my time here I've enjoyed making lasting connections 
with amazing families while cultivating a sense of community. 
Fun facts about me, I play trumpet and I'm also the cheer 
coach here! I can't wait to help serve your families and 
especially your rising kindergartener!



Emily Stetzer

 Hi! My name is Emily Stetzer. I'm from south Florida. 
I have a B.A. in Psychology. I have experience 
teaching preschool and kindergarten. This is my 
third year here at Cardinal. In my free time I like to 
shop, be outdoors, and spend time with my 
friends and family. I'm very excited to be getting 
married next summer! I'm looking forward to 
meeting everyone and having a great year!!



Maryann Schroeder

 My name is Maryann Schroeder and I love to teach 
kindergarten! I am originally from Wisconsin, but with my 
husband's job we have also lived in New Jersey, Denver, 
Boston and now here. I have a degree in Early Childhood 
Education and I am certified to teach K-6. I have taught 
kindergarten for 31 years:) I am married and I have two 
adult children, a son-in-law and two sweet grandchildren 
(3 years & 5 years). I enjoy going to college football 
games, riding my bike, walking and traveling the world! I 
am very excited to be a part of Cardinal Charter 
Academy and I am looking forward to a wonderful school 
year with your children!



Phuong Softa

Click add text
My name is Phuong H. I’m a new teacher here at Cardinal 
but I’m familiar with the school. My stepson and 2 nieces 
graduated here and I have 1 niece and nephew who are 
still here in 6th &7th grade.
I came to North Carolina from Vietnam 30 years ago. I 
graduated from NC State with a bachelors in graphic 
design and now perusing a career in early childhood 
education. I enjoy walking my dog, going to the beach, 
and doing arts and crafts. I’m looking forward to meeting 
you and getting to know your family.



Leslie Harris

 My name is Leslie Harris. I was born and raised in 
Greenville, NC. I have a degree in Business 
Administration and Birth through Kindergarten. I spent 
nearly 10 years working in corporate America before 
discovering my passion for teaching. I have taught for 
more than 10 years. Most of my teaching experience 
has been teaching preschool aged children with 
special needs. I have taught in Wake County Public 
Schools, Durham Public Schools, Orange County Head 
Start, and private childcare. This will be my first year 
teaching Kindergarten. My husband and I are the 
parents of a son who is a senior in college and a 
daughter who is a sophomore in High School. I enjoy 
reading, traveling, and walking. I look forward to 
working with you and your child this year!



Annabelle Rodriguez

 Hi, my name is Annabelle and this is going to be 
my fourth year at Cardinal. I am the 
kindergarten T.A. I have 3 amazing boys. I grew 
up in Florida. I'm looking forward to meeting 
your little ones and having a great school 
year!



Lee Topal

 My name is Lee Topal. I was born and 
raised in Phoenix, AZ. I moved to Raleigh 
in 2003 to attend NC State and play 
softball. I have a degree in English 
education and have been coaching 
softball at Apex Friendship High School for 
the past three years. I have a first-grader 
at Cardinal and a three-year-old. In my 
free time I love to spend time with my 
family, play sports, and read. I am looking 
forward to working with your sweet little 
ones this year!



Kindergarten Assessments

 Be sure you have signed up for an assessment/screening time.

 Screening is a 30-minute time slot.

 Parents will wait in the front office.

 No uniforms are needed for screening.

 Enter through the front office.



Assessment/Screening

 They will meet with one of the kindergarten teachers or T.A.'s to be assessed on 
letter names and sounds, counting, number recognition, colors, shapes, sight 
words, etc.

 Do not worry if they don’t know this yet! We are just trying to gauge where everyone 
is coming in at and distribute students evenly.

 We will make classes after the all the assessments are done.



Meet the Teacher

On Wednesday, August 25th, you will either get an email from one of 
the kindergarten teachers or a roster will be posted when you get 
here.

 During this event, one adult per child may come into the classroom 
and see the class, talk to the teacher, and pick up a few 
forms/information from the school.

 Please bring the supplies from the kindergarten supply list.



Staggered Entry

 August 26-27th will be staggered entry days.

 Students with the last name starting with A-K is Thursday and L-Z will be Friday. If 
you have any conflicts with this, discuss this at Meet The Teacher.

 Staggered entry days are used to introduce the students to the teacher and 
some classmates in small groups. We will do a scavenger hunt, arts and crafts, 
and read stories.

 The day is 8:00-3:00 and students will be dropped off through carpool.



Carpool Procedures

What is the carpool process?
 Enter the carpool loop in one 

of four lanes.
 Staff will be there to take your 

carpool number and will help 
direct you when merging

 Your child will be waiting with 
a staff member or volunteer 
in the front of the school at 
one of the colored cones!

 Kids must enter the car on the 
right side.

 Please practice 
buckling/unbuckling.

 Please write your child's 
carpool number on their 
backpack.

 https://youtu.be/KkaUSY5jOQ
w

https://youtu.be/KkaUSY5jOQw


 7:15-8:00 Arrival

 8:00-8:30 Morning Meeting

 8:35-9:15 Cardinal Time

 9:20-9:40 Recess

 9:45-10:45 Math Block

 10:45-11:05 Bathroom Break/wash hands

 11:05-11:35 Lunch

 11:40-1:15 ELA Block

 1:20-2:05 Specials

 2:10-2:30 Recess

 2:30-3:00 Science/Social Studies

 3:00 Dismissal

Kindergarten Daily Schedule



Schoology

 You will get Schoology Log In information.

 This is for students who are quarantined.

 There will be lesson plans uploaded for students.



Small Group Differentiation

 We will have Small Groups for Reading and Math.

 Small Groups allow us to meet with a few students at a time, to work on specific 
skills.

 Small Group time may be used for remediation or to challenge students.

 Cardinal time is also small group differentiation. When students are in small groups 
the rest of the class will be working on iready. Iready is a math and reading 
program that differentiates for each student's skill level.



Covid

 Masks for required (fabric or disposable). Please have one extra mask for your child in their 
backpack.

 Lanyards are recommended.

 Masks can be taken off during recess, lunch, and snack.



Websites

Also, if you have not signed up for screening, please do!

• Screening Assessments

• PTC Website: https://ccaptccary.org/

• School Newsletter- https://forms.gle/BvdoYBXhBM49tiky7

• Facebook Group- Cardinal Charter Academy Families

• CCA Uniforms- Buy, Sell or Trade (Cary, NC)

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://forms.gle/BvdoYBXhBM49tiky7
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