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August 29, 2021 

Cardinal Charter Academy 
2021-2022 

Message from the Principal 
 

 

 

Cardinal Family, 
 
What a week!  Thank you again to the students, staff, and families for displaying patience, grit, and grace 
through a unique first week of operations.  Ultimately I own the responsibility and regret that this week did 
not live up to the expectations that I have for service to you, your children, and my team.  
 
I assure all of you that my Administrative Team is fully committed to overcoming all challenges that present 
themselves head on to ensure the best outcome for your students.   
 
As you are aware, we experience unprecedented hurdles with Powerschool during our beginning-of-year 
process with scheduling. These issues required many multiple levels of escalation before we could achieve 
resolution.  Our team has been working around the clock with the goal of ensure that our students have 
their schedules entered in Powerschool when they enter the building on Monday.  I can assure you that once 
resolved, this issue will no longer affect our students moving forward.  
 
After a rough first day of PM Carpool, I am pleased to share that we made steady progress throughout the 
week, thanks in large part to the leadership of two staff members, Mrs. Schmitz and Mr. Watson.  Please 
look out for further messaging about carpool in the days to come as we settle into the routine.  
 
I need to publicly recognize our School RN, Mrs. Sophie Tyler, for her consultation and partnership with local 
health officials in response to COVID-19, not to mention her leadership in communication and execution of 
very rigid and often complicated protocols.  She has the hardest job in our school right now and we can all 
take a lesson from the graceful conviction she displays in the process.   
 
Kindergarten had a successful Open House on Wednesday and staggered entry on Thursday and Friday.  We 
can’t wait to see you all together on Monday!  
 
Thank you to our PTC volunteers who have continued to support us as we get the school year kicked off with 
a lot of new staff, and thank you to the parents who have reached out with positive sentiments in the midst 
of tumultuous times. 
 
This school year will be a marathon, not a sprint.  While we have experienced some early setbacks, I have full 
confidence that you will be pleased with the end results this year.  We have a truly talented staff of profes-
sionals who are committed to student growth and achievement and I have full confidence that you will be 
pleased with the results come year’s end.   
 
Thank you and Go Cardinals! 
 

Brian Bauer 
Principal 

https://ccaptccary.org/
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Upcoming Calendar Dates (as of 8/29 check Calendar for updates) 

  
8/30 First full day for all Kindergarten students  9/1 5:30 p.m. Board Meeting at CCA Cary 
8/31 3:45-4:45 p.m. Boys Soccer and Coed XC tryouts 9/6 No School—Labor Day Holiday 
9/1 FREE Spirit Wear Dress Down    9/8 Third Grade BOGs 
9/1 3:45-4:45 p.m. Boys Soccer and Coed XC tryouts 9/13 7 p.m. PTC Meeting (signup) 

All students must purchase the 

school start pack which covers the 

cost of their folder and class shirt. 

Parent Donations and Fundraising—

New 

We appreciate those who have reached out to your 

teachers with the desire to upgrade you child’s class-

room given the pandemic; however, the PTC is cur-

rently working to come up with the best way to use 

funds and fundraise by working with our facilities 

manager. We ask at this time you hold off on pur-

chasing items that may not meet fire and safety code, 

such as air purifiers. Look for a Classy campaign and 

ideas this week about how to best help our school.  

As always, this community of parents are what make 

our school great and we can’t wait to see what this 

year brings. We know there is great interest in sup-

porting teachers in the classroom, and the PTC is 

looking for folks to head up spirit nights, reward pro-

grams, Fun Run, and other major fundraising events.  

Please be sure to attend the next PTC meeting on 

September 13 to bring your awesome ideas and be 

ready to volunteer! Thanks, Cardinals!  

Updated Volunteer Signups—New 

Be sure to keep an eye out on the volunteer op-

portunities calendar https://ccaptccary.org/

volunteer-opportunities/ for new ways to support 

our teachers and staff. Recently added spots in-

clude help for the kindergarten team, 5th grade 

science supplies, front desk help and more.  

Free Dress Down Day—New 

Wednesday, September 1, is a 

FREE dress down day spon-

sored by the PTC.  Students 

may wear spirit wear (tie-dye 

shirts or  baseball shirts) with 

any uniform bottom.  No regis-

tration is necessary.   Regular 

uniforms may still be worn. 

MS Schedules—New 

For middle school students: In efforts to complete 

scheduling and ensure middle school classes are 

correct and in PowerSchool, please fill out the 

“Schedule Correction Form” located in the bottom 

tray beside Ms. McDowell’s office, rm 153.  Only fill 

out the form if your schedule is incorrect.  Com-

pleted forms should be placed in the top tray. 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://ccaptccary.org/calendar/
https://signup.com/go/ccaptcmeetings
https://give.classy.org/CCA2022SchoolStartPack
https://give.classy.org/CCA2022SchoolStartPack
https://ccaptccary.org/volunteer-opportunities/
https://ccaptccary.org/volunteer-opportunities/
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COVID Information 

As a reminder, the CDC recommends everyday preventive actions to limit the spread of respiratory viruses, 
including:  

 • Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
that contains at least 60 percent alcohol if soap and water are not available.  

 • Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  

 • Avoid close contact with people who are sick.  

 • Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others in public settings where social dis-
tancing is not feasible.  

 • Monitor your health daily, be alert for symptoms, and stay home when you are sick.   

 

We have added to the safety protocols from last school year. For this school year we will be following the 
Strong Schools NC Public Health Toolkit (K-12) related to COVID-19 safety protocols and procedures.  A link 
to the toolkit can be found here:  https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/media/164/open.  

We are not requiring, but are strongly encouraging, everyone 12 and older who is eligible to receive a COVID
-19 vaccine to get one if they wish to do so. A link to the CDC website where you can find more information 
about the COVID-19 vaccines is here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html.  

Masks are required for all students, staff, and volunteers in the building.  Masks are worn except when 
eating/drinking or while outside. 

Weekly COVID-19 Report—Updated 

Cardinal Charter Academy strives to be completely transparent with our community while still protecting 
privacy. Each week, CCA will provide our families with an updated account of COVID-19 cases in the building 
along with a comparison to the week prior.  If there are known cases, Cardinal will continue to follow CDC 
and NCDHHS procedures and notify who were potentially exposed. We are in consistent collaboration with 
the Wake County Health Department in an effort to prevent the spread of COVID within our community. 

 
 
 
 

If there is a confirmed exposure or positive case in your home please keep your child(ren) at home and email 
Nurse Sophie Tyler styler@cardinalcharter.org immediately for further instructions related to quarantine 
and guidance moving forward.  
As always, anyone who experiences symptoms associated with COVID-19 should contact their health care 
provider immediately and then advise Cardinal Charter Academy of any positive diagnosis for COVID-19.  

 As of 8/20 As of 8/29 

# of confirmed COVID-19 cases 0 2 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/media/164/open
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
mailto:styler@cardinalcharter.org
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Masks are required in the building for all staff, students, volunteers, and 

visitors. 

Third-Grade Parent Info—New 

On September 8, all third-grade students will participate in the Beginning of Grade 3 (BOG3) assessment for 

Reading.  This is the first reading assessment for students as part of the Read to Achieve legislation.  The as-

sessment will begin at 8:30 that morning and last approximately 100 minutes test time, instructions, and 

breaks. When results are returned, we will schedule a Read to Achieve Zoom where we can answer ques-

tions and explain this process.  All students participating in the North Carolina Standard Course of Study are 

required to take this assessment.  

Please help us by preparing your child for this assessment.  Some great ways to prepare students for this as-

sessment:  

-Assure them this is just a test.  While it looks different than other tests they have taken, it is a tool for their 

teachers to ensure they are supporting them in reading for the entire year.  

-Have a good breakfast the morning of the test.  

-Have a good night’s sleep the night be fore the test.  

-Ensure that watches, fitbits or other electronic devices stay at home.  They will not be allowed to have them 

during the test.  

For questions regarding the BOG3, please contact Shakerah McDowell.  

Gates open at 2:30 and close at 3:45 for afternoon carpool 
 

Do not park at neighboring businesses 
 

Stay in assigned lane for afternoon carpool 

All students must use morning carpool for drop-off.  No walk-ins.  Addi-

tional staff will be there to assist students in need. 

https://ccaptccary.org/
mailto:smcdowell@cardinalcharter.org
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Notes from our Counselor 

This year, if you would like to refer your child to 

meet with our school counselor, please scan this 

QR code and complete the referral form. Ms. Far-

rington will be in contact with you soon after it is 

completed.   

Backpack Buddies 

We are excited for the start of this year's Backpack Buddies Program! This program is designed to help our 

families who would be participating in the free and reduced lunch program if this was a normal school year.  

It will provide families with food assistance over the weekends and breaks.  Students will be provided with 

10-12 pounds of nutritious, kid-friendly groceries for the weekend when free school lunches and breakfasts 

are not provided. The school counselor will deliver the bags to the children at school at the end of the 

week. This program is free of charge and participating students should expect to see the following each 

week: 

-2 protein items (such as canned tuna, chicken, soups, meat stew, or beans) 

-1-2 shelf stable milk 

-2 breakfast items 

-2 100% juice boxes 

If this is something your family needs, please contact our school counselor, Ms. Farrington, here.  

There are no early pick-ups from 

the front office after 2:00 p.m.   

Parents must use carpool        

after 2 p.m.  No exceptions. 

Student Emergency Contact Cards 

Please turn in the bright yellow Student Emergency 

Contact Cards to your child’s teacher ASAP.  Cards 

were handed out at meet the teacher (MTT).  If you 

did not attend MTT, they will be sent home with 

your child this week to be filled out.  Cardinal must 

have these on file for every student.  

https://ccaptccary.org/
mailto:jfarrington@cardinalcharter.org
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Communication Devices 

CCA policy prohibits students from bringing cell phones and smart watches that have communication abilities 

(e.g., apple watches can be used to text if they are attached to a phone number or wireless internet) to 

school. We want to ensure that students are engaged and focused at all times and these types of technology 

prevent their ability to do this. Administration will be confiscating this technology if it is seen at school, and 

parents will need to pick it up at the front office. Thank you for helping us ensure that our students succeed 

in school. 

Middle School Sports 

Dear Parents, 

We are looking forward to another great year of middle school sports! We are kicking off the school year 
with boys soccer and co-ed cross country for the fall season. Parent meeting dates will be in next week’s 
newsletter and will occur after try-outs.  ONLY students in grades 6-8 are eligible to participate in ALL school 
sports.  There will be an athletics fee to cover the costs of field rentals, referee fees, and new equipment. 

Dates for mandatory tryouts for both boys soccer and co-ed cross country are August 31 and September 1 
from 3:45-4:45 p.m.  Please pick up students promptly at 4:45 p.m. in the F-Pass loop. 

Students interested in trying out for a team this fall must… 

 -Supply their own attire for that sport (running shoes/cleats, shin guards, socks, goalie gloves—if trying 
 out for the position, and any other necessary equipment). 

 -Have an up-to-date sports physical on file with the school Athletic Director before August 30th (Sports 
 physical form can be found on the PTC website). Physicals expire one year after the exam. 

With regards to the physical forms, most pediatricians can complete and return the form to you without an 
office visit if your child has had an annual physical within the previous year. However, if you are in need of a 
physical you can obtain one for $30 at Doctor’s Express Urgent Care in Cary. 

For middle school students only, we will offer boys & girls basketball and cheerleading in the winter, as well 
as co-ed track and girls soccer in the spring. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the email address below. 

Jen Gautreau 
Athletic Director 
jgautreau@cardinalcharter.org  

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/CMS_2021-2022__PreParticipation_Examination_Form.pdf
mailto:jgautreau@cardinalcharter.org
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School Start Pack 

The school is using one payment link (via Classy) again this year to cover all of the beginning-of-the-year 
items that need to be paid for, called the school start pack. ALL STUDENTS NEED TO PURCHASE A PACK.  
The school start pack includes a class shirt, folder, and carpool tag (no charge).  You’ll also have the option 
to purchase a Dress Down Day pass that is good for the entire school year. 

All students will need a class shirt for field trips (hopefully!), fundraising events,  field day, spirit events, 
etc.  All grades will have folders this year (no agendas).  A carpool tag is included in the pack, free of 
charge.  If you had a carpool number last year, your number will remain the same, and you may use the 
same carpool tag you had last year.  There is also an option to purchase a Dress Down Day pass.  This is a 
pre-paid pass for all dress down-days for the school year (at least 10).  It is very convenient to not worry 
about paying for individual dress-down days throughout the year. 

Parents can also provide their email to the PTC when purchasing the school start pack and sign up to be a 
room parent.  Information regarding the room parent role can be found here on the PTC website. 

https://give.classy.org/CCA2022SchoolStartPack  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED—Updated 

Use the links below to find new volunteer opportunities to fulfill your volunteer commitment.  A complete 

list of volunteer opportunities can be found on the PTC website here. 

List of volunteer opportunities:  

Administrative and Operations Support (including CCC): https://signup.com/go/ccaadminopportunities   

Carpool and Cafeteria Helpers/Monitors: https://signup.com/go/ccacarpoolcafeteria 

Staff Meeting Treats: https://signup.com/go/ccastaffappreciation 

 

We are continuing to use SignUp this year to provide volunteer opportunities and wishlists. Training will be  

available for teachers, room parents, and committee chairs from our volunteer coordinator, Allison. Please 

contact her if you need help. 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://give.classy.org/CCA2022SchoolStartPack
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/CCA-Room-Parent-Role-Description.pdf
https://give.classy.org/CCA2022SchoolStartPack
https://ccaptccary.org/volunteer-opportunities/
https://signup.com/go/ccaadminopportunities
https://signup.com/go/ccacarpoolcafeteria
https://signup.com/go/ccastaffappreciation
mailto:ccacommunityinvolvement@gmail.com
mailto:ccacommunityinvolvement@gmail.com
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Carpool 

Cardinal has a carpool video to assist parents who are new to carpool and refresh the memory of past fami-

lies.  The carpool video may be viewed here.  

 

Carpool procedures for the 2021-2022 school year can be found here. 

 

The morning and afternoon carpool maps are available under the resources tab on the PTC website here.   

 

Signs have been placed along St. Charles, reminding parents to use the carpool lanes instead of dropping 

students off along that road each morning. School policy is for all vehicles to use the carpool lanes in the 

morning, and you will be signing pages from the Parent-Student Handbook, agreeing to follow all school pol-

icies. 

 

ALL STUDENTS DISMISS AT 3PM DAILY! Gates will open at 2:30 p.m. and will close at 3:45 p.m. 

 

Carpool tags MUST be used to pick up your student from school.   Students will keep the carpool number 

they were assigned in previous years, and new families will be assigned a new number.   

 

Have your child memorize their carpool number and remind them to go directly from their classroom to 

their assigned cone color. 

Absences 

If students are home and sick, parents should email absences@cardinalcharter.org and their child’s home-

room teacher to let the school know.   

If a class is quarantined, parents don’t need to notify the school of their child’s absence.  There is a special 

code in PowerSchool for quarantine.  Administration will notify parents when their child may return to 

school. 

If your family is home quarantined due to possible exposure to COVID-19 and your child isn’t sick, please still 

email absences@cardinalcharter.org and your child’s teacher.   

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://youtu.be/KkaUSY5jOQw
https://ccaptccary.org/resources
https://ccaptccary.org/resources/
mailto:absences@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:absences@cardinalcharter.org
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Amazon Smile 
 
Don’t forget to shop at smile.amazon.com/

ch/90-1031905.  Amazon donates to Triangle 

Charter Education Association Inc., the gov-

erning board for Cardinal Charter.  

PTC Website 

The PTC website is parents’ go-to place for all things Cardi-

nal.  On the site, you’ll find: 

• A school calendar with events going on in the school 

• School supply lists 

• Uniform information 

• Past Cardinal Convo recordings and flight school 

presentations 

• Volunteer opportunities 

• Parent newsletters 

• Much more! 

www.ccaptccary.org 

Email: ccaptccomms@gmail.com 

Breakfast Notes—New 

Breakfast may be served by either a grab-n-
go bag or a to-go container from the lunch 
line.  Please instruct your student that if he/
she doesn’t see a grab-n-go bag for breakfast, 
they should go to the lunch line to pick up a 
to go container. 

 

School Lunch Menu for the Week of August 30 

School breakfast and lunch are free for all students. 

Breakfast 

 

 

 

Lunch 

https://ccaptccary.org/
smile.amazon.com/ch/90-1031905
smile.amazon.com/ch/90-1031905
http://www.ccaptccary.org
mailto:ccaptccomms@gmail.com
https://csusa-nc.nutrislice.com/m/cardinal-charter-academy
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CCA Uniforms 
 

When uniform shopping this summer, remember 
we have two uniform suppliers: FlynnO’Hara and 
Lands’ End.  Uniform bottoms (navy or khaki) may 
be purchased anywhere that sells uniform-style 
clothes.  A copy of the uniform policy can be 
found here and will be updated soon.  Dresses 
and jumpers for K-5 have been added. 
 

FlynnO’Hara: 
8613 Glenwood Ave 
Raleigh, NC  
919-326-8000 
 
Lands’ End: Online or phone ordering only. 
www.landsend.com/school School code: 
900190042 
1-800-469-2222 
 
**Delayed orders—Some suppliers are experienc-
ing delays in delivering uniforms to parents.  If 
your items are delayed, please have your child 
wear a plain red polo (elementary) or plain navy/
white polo (middle school) to school, and send in 
a note with them to school that the uniforms are 
on order.  Don’t forget to check the buy/sell/trade 
Facebook page, too.   
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ccauniformbst 

F-Pass Registration 
 

All returning and new families wishing to carpool us-

ing an F-Pass must fill out a form here.  The purpose 

of F-Pass is to reduce the number of cars going 

through regular carpool. The F-Pass is a shorter car-

pool line where students are loaded more quickly and 

it is available to families meeting one of the following 

conditions: 3 or more carpooling families in one vehi-

cle OR 6 or more students in one vehicle OR students 

with a documented medical need.  Each participating 

family must fill out the form. 

Walker Pass 
 

All returning and new families wishing to walk 

home must request a walker pass here.  Families 

who qualify (home is within 1 mile of school) will 

receive an email with instructions regarding the 

walker badge.  Walker badges must be displayed 

on backpacks.  

Mabel’s Labels 

Please be sure to label your child’s items and consid-

er purchasing labels from Mabel’s Labels.  When you 

shop for labels under Cardinal Charter Academy, the 

PTC will receive a 20% commission to go towards lost 

and found supplies and staff appreciation.  Mabel’s 

Labels are personalized peel and stick labels that 

safely go in the laundry, dishwasher, and micro-

wave.  They are perfect for school uniforms, water 

bottles, lunch boxes, backpacks, school supplies, and 

more!  Orders can be placed online here and ship di-

rectly to your home.  

The gates for afternoon carpool 

open at 2:30 p.m.  

Do not arrive for afternoon car-

pool before 2:30 p.m.  

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://ccaptccary.org/resources/
http://www.landsend.com/school
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ccauniformbst
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ccauniformbst
https://forms.office.com/r/puaEcLZQ6m
https://forms.office.com/r/9VUPJ0Y1rz
https://mabelslabels.com/en_US/fundraising/support/

