USING YOUR GIFTS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD
2020-2021
November 22, 2020
Upcoming Calendar Dates (as of 11/22, check Calendar for updates)
11/23
5:30 p.m. Cardinal Convo (signup)
11/24
Digital Learning Day/NC Check-Ins
11/25-27 No School (Thanksgiving Break)

12/1 Aftercare Interest Form Due (form)
12/1 4-8 p.m. Noodles & Co. Spirit Night
12/2 5:30 p.m. Board Meeting

NO SCHOOL NOVEMBER 25-27
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
Message from the Principal
Happy Thanksgiving week, Cardinals!
Here's what we've planned for you all. Monday is a normal, regular day. Virtual students will still check in
to their classes from home and in-school students will still report to school as usual.
On Tuesday, the only students who should report to school are the ones in grades 3-8 who opted in to take
the NC Check-Ins in person. Students who have a school-issued Chromebook may take these assessments at
home, and instructions on how to do this will be sent to them on Monday. All other students in grades 3-8
who elected to opt out of the NC Check-Ins will still have some classwork and fun activities to participate in,
so they should follow their normal schedule and check in to their classes at the designated times. Grades K2 will have a normal VIRTUAL day, so they should follow their online schedule on Tuesday.
There is no school for students Wednesday through Friday. We hope that if you and your family choose to
travel or engage in a large gathering over the break, we encourage you to follow the guidelines linked here
in the newsletter. You may elect to have your child learn from home the week after returning to ensure that
you're keeping our students and teachers safe. Just let us know, and we'll be sure to mark our attendance
codes accordingly.
I'd like to express my sincere thanks to each and every one of you. Thank you, parents, for trusting us to
teach and care for your children. We are blessed to have you all in our Cardinal family. We are thankful for
your support, your love, and all the things you do for us to show us that you appreciate us. Now, more than
ever, kind gestures mean so much in a time when everyone's lives have been changed. We love you all and
we thank you for all you do!
Stay safe, be well, and love one another! Let's have a great two days of school!

Becky Draper, Ed.D.
Principal
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Tuesday, November 24, is a digital learning day.
The only students who should report to school are those who signed up in advance to take the Check-Ins at school. All other students will learn from home.
Tuesday’s Digital Learning Day—New
Tuesday, November 24, is a digital learning day. All students will learn from home unless they previously
signed up to take the NC Check-Ins on campus.
Students taking NC Check-Ins at school: You must have already registered to take the test on campus.
Please bring a water bottle and two pencils. Uniforms and masks are required. Carpool will begin 30
minutes before testing time begins.
Grades 5 and 8

8:30 to 11: 30 a.m.

Grades 3, 4, 6 and 7 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Students taking NC Check-Ins at home from school-issued Chromebooks: Students taking NC Check-Ins at
home will receive an email on Monday with step-by-step instructions about the test and a time to log in for
the test.
Students not taking NC Check-Ins: All classes will still have live Zooms and take attendance. Grades K-2 will
have a normal online learning day. Students in grades 3-8 will have activities in their classes however work
completed will not be required for those taking the NC Check-Ins.

8th Grade Parents—New
The window to apply for magnet high schools
and early college programs is now open and closes January 28. The application for early colleges
may be found here and for magnet schools may
be found here. Many charter high schools have
begun taking applications for next year as well.
A Cardinal Convo directed towards eighth-grade
parents is being planned for December. Be on
the lookout for the date in future newsletters.

Cardinal Convo—Updated
Due to technical difficulties, the Cardinal Convo originally scheduled for last week will now take place on
November 23 at 5:30 p.m. over Zoom. The Convo will
be recorded and available on the PTC website after
the meeting. Dr. Draper will give a general update on
Cardinal’s re-opening and discuss how best to advocate for your child. To attend the Zoom, please sign
up here. You’ll need to register for the Zoom through
signup.com. Families will receive an hour of volunteer time for attending (one per carpool number).
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Afterschool Program—New
Cardinal is exploring partnering with the YMCA to
provide aftercare for families. Students in grades K8 are eligible and the program would be Monday
through Friday from 3-6 p.m. We are looking into
two options: aftercare at CCA coordinated by the
YMCA and aftercare at the Taylor Family YMCA in
Cary. The cost will be around $60 a week for YMCA
members and around $70 a week for non-YMCA
members for either option.
Please fill out this form if you are interested in
aftercare. One form is needed for each student at
Cardinal. Responses are needed by December 1.

Celebrating Thanksgiving Safely—
New
If you and your family choose to travel or engage
in a large gathering over the break, we encourage you to follow the guidelines provided by
NCDHHS below. You may elect to have your
child learn from home the week after returning
to ensure that you're keeping our students and
teachers safe. Please email your child’s homeroom teacher so that their attendance can be
marked accordingly.
NCDHHS Guidance for the Thanksgiving Holiday

Change of Learning Form
Families may change from in-person learning to virtual learning at any time during quarter 2. Please fill out
this form to begin the process to request a change. Completed forms should be emailed to Dr. Draper.
Please note: Families may not change from virtual learning to in-person until the next quarter. This form is
only for families to request a move back to virtual learning for the remainder of quarter 2.

Students in AIG with
Ms. Mac watched
the space shuttle
launch in this week’s
class.

Morning Carpool Tip: If you
want your child dropped
off close to the cafeteria
doors, enter in carpool
lanes 3 or 4.
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Volunteer Hours Buyout Option—New
As part of your agreement to send your student(s) to Cardinal Charter Academy, you agree to fulfill a certain
number of hours of volunteer time. The requirement is 20 hours for one student attending, or 30 hours if
you have more than one student attending the school. Some parents have trouble fulfilling those volunteer
hours at the school due to work schedules and at-home obligations.
The school is offering a “buy out” option for volunteer hours, in 5-hour increments. The cost is $500 for 20
hours (one student), $750 for 30 hours (multiple students), or $125 for 5 hours. The money will be used for
multiple PTC-related events such as staff appreciation (providing snacks for staff meetings, providing once-a
-month lunches for staff, staff appreciation week in May) and other events that usually require a lot of donations from parents.
The donation is 100% tax deductible and only counts for volunteer hours. This is not a fundraiser and does
not count toward Fun Run goals.
https://give.classy.org/CCA2021VolunteerBuyOut

Weekly COVID-19 Report—
Updated
Each week, Cardinal will provide a report on
COVID-19 cases in our building. Cardinal
strives to be completely transparent with its
community while still protecting privacy. If
there are known cases, Cardinal will follow
CDC and NCDHHS procedures and notify only
those who came into contact with the person.
If there is a positive case in your home, please
email Dr. Draper here.

Mabel’s Labels
Please be sure to label your child’s items and consider
purchasing labels from Mabel’s Labels. When you shop
for labels under Cardinal Charter Academy, the PTC will
receive a 20% commission to go towards lost and found
supplies and staff appreciation. Mabel’s Labels are personalized peel-and-stick labels that safely go in the laundry, dishwasher, and microwave. They are perfect for
school uniforms, water bottles, lunch boxes, and more!
Orders can be placed online here and ship directly to
your home.

For the week of November 16, there were no
reports of students or staff in the building with
a positive COVID-19 test.
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USE ALL FOUR CARPOOL LANES FOR MORNING ARRIVAL
Lanes are not assigned for morning carpool
Pick a lane and stay in it until the merge
Staff Appreciation Secret Santa—New
It's time to show our non-classroom staff members some extra love during the month of December!
Please consider signing up to send in a "Secret Santa" gift for these staff members.
Each staff member has one slot for December 14, 15, & 16. To earn a volunteer hour, each gift should have
a value of at least $20. This year, virtual gift cards are encouraged and email addresses are included in the
SignUp. If you decide to send in a physical gift, please clearly label your gift with the recipient's name and
"Secret Santa" and drop it off at the front desk by 8:30 a.m. on the day you have signed up.
https://signup.com/go/sDXfXeY

During carpool, roll down your window and mask up before you get to the temperature check person. Be ready to get out quickly once cleared.

It’s so wonderful to have student work in the building again!
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Meal Pickup for Virtual Learners—Updated
Free meals may be picked up at school by parents/guardians
for virtual learners. If you will be picking up meals for your
student, please fill out the school survey: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/TVCPHSL.
Meal pick-ups will resume after students return from
Thanksgiving break.

Lunch Help
A volunteer is needed to help with lunch
delivery to the classrooms everyday from
10:30-noon. The volunteer will deliver
meals, however will not enter the classrooms. Please sign up here to help!

School Lunch Menu for the Week of November 23
The school menu was not available for the week of November 23 when the
newsletter was published. The menu may be updated via the link above.
Noodles & Co. Spirit Night—New
Our next spirit night will take place December 1 from
4-8 p.m. at Noodles & Co. in Park West shopping center. Cardinal’s PTC will receive 50% of proceeds when
families mention they are with Cardinal. This event is
drive-through only.

Ms. Hohstadt's homeroom has partnered
with Ms. Waltz to have morning meetings
with her on Fridays. Last week we made
origami dogs. It was a blast!

Families may earn one volunteer hour for attending
the spirit night. Send an email to the PTC events
committee with a picture of your family at or eating
Chick-fil-A and your carpool number.

WAIT FOR STAFF TO TAKE
TEMPERATURES BEFORE LEAVING
YOUR CAR DURING AM CARPOOL
MASKS MUST BE WORN
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Ugly/Lovely Sweater Contest—New
The PTC is sponsoring an ugly/lovely sweater design contest. Draw, collage, glue, or color your best ugly/lovely
sweater using our festive sweater template at the end of
the newsletter. The PTC will transform the sweaters into
the most fabulous festive wall to help decorate our school
for the holidays. Please send your entries to ccacampusimprovement@gmail.com by December 3 or drop entries at
the collection box at the front desk of school. There will be two overall winners, one each from elementary
and middle schools. Winners will receive a spirit wear shirt of their choice!

Open Enrollment
Open enrollment for incoming kindergarteners and new families is going on now. This is the opportunity for
new students to join our Cardinal family. The lottery for the 2021-2022 school year will take place on February 22. Families may apply via SchoolMint here. Please invite your friends and neighbors to be at Cardinal!
The intent to return window, when current families let Cardinal know they will be returning next year, will
take place January 4-February 5. More information about this process will be available in future newsletters.

Absences
If students are home and sick, parents should email absences@cardinalcharter.org and their child’s homeroom teacher to let the school know. If your child is feeling well enough to participate in school from home,
they can log onto Schoology for their classwork. Non-COVID-19 absences should be reported to absences@cardinalcharter.org as well.
If a class is quarantined, parents don’t need to notify the school of their child’s absence. There is a special
code in PowerSchool for quarantine. Administration will notify parents when their child may return to
school.
If your family is home quarantined due to possible exposure to COVID-19 and your child isn’t sick, please
email absences@cardinalcharter.org and your child’s teacher. Students should learn from home on Schoology while quarantined.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteers will be limited in the building this year, however are still needed! Use the links below to find
new volunteer opportunities. A complete list of volunteer opportunities can be found on the PTC website
here. List of volunteer opportunities:
Carpool and Cafeteria Opportunities: https://signup.com/go/ZshDyMn
Staff Appreciation: https://signup.com/go/bWoqJJc
You may also sign up for areas of volunteering that you find interesting via the PTC interest survey. This
doesn’t commit you to that area, and you can pick multiple areas. The PTC interest survey can be found
here. The committee/project chair will reach out to you.

Volunteer Check-in Procedure

Donation Dropoffs

We will no longer be using the tablet at the front
desk for volunteer check-in. To check-in for volunteering, please use this link from your mobile
phone:

When dropping off items to the school, donations
must be clearly labeled with this form. Forms are also
available at the front office. Every donation needs a
form. This will ensure each donated item gets to its
proper destination and families receive credit towards
volunteer hours.

https://signup.com/go/cvOoLCh

National School Choice Week
National School Choice Week will take place January 24-30,
2021. School choice is the process of allowing every family to
choose the K-12 educational options that best fit their children.
These options include all forms of education, from traditional
public schools, to public charter schools, public magnet schools,
private schools, online academies, and homeschooling. More information about school choice may be found
here.
DANCE!! Each January, students use the School Choice Week dance to celebrate school choice with their
classmates. The dance may be found here for students who want to practice at home!
ART!! A virtual art contest for students in grades K-12 will take place. The contest ends December 9 and this
year's theme is KIDS CAN CHANGE THE WORLD. For contest details, please visit this site.
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Thank you to everyone who attended spirit night
at Chick-fil-A this past week!

Our library has gone mobile!

©2020 CCA PTC Cary. Material may be used unaltered with attribution unless otherwise restricted. https://ccaptccary.org/

NC Department of Health and Human Services

3

My Ugly/Lovely Sweater!

Cardinal
Charter
Academy PTC
Dec. 1, 2020 • 4 – 8 p.m.
Park West Village

2016 Market Center Dr, Morrisville, NC 27560
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