
Welcome 
Kindergarten 
Families!

Parent Information Session 2020-2021



Jessica Benefiel

 My name is Jessica Benefiel. I was 
born and raised in Greenville, SC. I 
have a degree in Elementary 
Education and Early Childhood. I 
taught kindergarten for 14 years in 
South Carolina. This is my third year 
teaching kindergarten at Cardinal. I 
have a third grader and seventh 
grader at Cardinal. In my free time, I 
like to read and take walks on the 
many Greenway trails. I am looking 
forward to meeting you and your 
family.



Julia Ware

 My name is Julia Ware and I am from Cameron, NC! I 
have two beautiful daughters. This is my fourth year at  
CCA. Teaching is my passion and truly adore it! I 
obtained my bachelor's degree from Winston-Salem 
State University in 2012 and have loved every moment 
of being an educator! I am ready to embark on a 
successful school year journey with you!



Amy Lare

I was born and raised in central New York. I have 
a Master's degree in Literacy. I have experience in Pre-k, 
kindergarten, first grade, and fourth grade. This is my 
third year with Cardinal Charter and my 12th year 
teaching. My nine year old son will also be attending 
Cardinal. In my free time I love spinning, yoga, dancing, 
board games, sitting by the pool or on the beach. I am 
looking forward to watching our kindergarteners grow 
throughout the year and working with my team!

Click add text



Jennifer Casillas

 My name is Jennifer Casillas. I was born in 
Philadelphia, PA. I was in the Army for ten 
years. I have a degree in Psychology with a 
concentration in Child Development. I 
taught Kindergarten Prep for 7 years 
in Raleigh. This is my third year at 
Cardinal. In my free time, I love to spend 
time with my family. We enjoy traveling and 
the outdoors.



Emily Stetzer

 Hi! My name is Emily Stetzer. I'm from south Florida. 
I have a B.A. in Psychology. I have experience 
teaching preschool and kindergarten. This is my 
second year here at Cardinal. In my free time I 
like to exercise, shop, and spend time with my 
friends and family. I'm looking forward to meeting 
everyone and having a great year!!



Danielle Brisbin

 Hello! My name is Danielle Brisbin and I am a Kindergarten 

teacher that has worked for CSUSA for the last four years.

 I have my BA degree and teaching license from Western 

Carolina University. I am married to my high school 
sweetheart Mark and we have two children. My daughter 

Cidnie just moved to Omaha, Nebraska. My son Anthony is 

14 years old and he and I enjoy riding go carts together! As 

a family we love to go white water rafting. I am excited for 

this school year and I hope you all are as well!



Jeremy Venable

 Hi, my name is Jeremy Venable and I have 

been a part of the Cardinal family for 4 years, 

going on 5! My goal each year is to not only 

help our students grow in knowledge, but to 

instill life lessons and characteristics that will 
help them become outstanding citizens in our 

community! In my down time, I enjoy spending 

time with my family & traveling with the 

different band/artist that I play for. I am excited 

for you all to join our Cardinal family!



Kindergarten Assessments

 Be sure you have signed up for an assessment/screening time (write “virtual” 
next to your child’s name if you want it done over Zoom)

 You will need to work out a time to pick up supplies, with your teacher, if your 
child assesses virtually. 

 Please bring 4 composition notebooks and 4 pronged folders (yellow, green, 
blue, purple). You will be making home/school kits while your student is 
assessed.

 Screening is a 30-minute time slot. 

 No uniforms are needed for screening

 Enter through the cafeteria doors and wear masks. We will be cleaning 
between each screening.



Assessment/Screening

 Students come in for one 30 min time slot during the dates between August 26-28th.

 They will meet with one of the 6 kindergarten teachers to be assessed on letter 

names and sounds, counting, number recognition, colors, shapes, sight words, etc.

 Do not worry if they don’t know this yet! We are just trying to gauge where everyone 

is coming in at and distribute students evenly.

 At this time parents will be guided to create a home kit.  This includes the notebooks 

and folders we are asking that you bring.  



Meet the Teacher

 After 5:00pm on Wednesday, August 26th, you will get an email from 
one of the 6 kindergarten teachers. This will be a welcome letter 
letting you know which class your child will be in.

 You will receive an email with more details for Meet the Teacher,  
along with a sign up for this event.  

 During this event there will be slots for four children along with one 
adult per child to come into the classroom and see the class, talk to 
the teacher, and pick up a few forms/information from the school.  
Each person will be required to wear a mask, desks are separated 
around the room and we will sterilize between each session.  If you 
are uncomfortable with meeting face- to-face there will be a virtual 
option at a later date.  



Staggered Entry

 During the week of August 31st there will be a staggered entry option for your 
child.  It is  two hour time slot where four children will attend at a time.  It will give 
your child the feel of a real first day of school.  Again, If you are not comfortable 
with this there will be a virtual option for your child.  

 Sign ups will be emailed once you are assigned a teacher.

 Staggered entry days are used to introduce the students to the teacher and 
some classmates in small groups.



Carpool Procedures

What is the carpool process?
 Enter the carpool 

loop in one of four 
lanes.

 Staff will be there 
to take your 
carpool number 
and will help direct 
you when merging

 Your child will be 
waiting with a staff 
member or 
volunteer in the 
front of the school 
at one of the 
colored cones!



 8:00-8:15 Attendance

 8:15-8:45 Morning Meeting/Calendar

 8:45-9:15 Math Lesson (recorded lessons/independent work/iReady)

 9:15-9:45 Small Group Zooms

 9:45-10:00 Break

 10:00-10:30 Phonics/Reading/Writing Lesson (recorded lessons/independent work/iReady/RazKids)

 10:30-11:00 Math Small Group Zooms

 11:00-11:15 Break

 11:15-11:30 Science/STEM/Social Studies

 11:30-12:15 Lunch/Recess

 12:15-12:30 AiA/Social Emotional Learning

 12:30-1:00 Specials (optional)

Kindergarten Daily Schedule 

(Virtual)



Home Learning Environment 

 You will be making Home/School Kits during kindergarten assessment. 

 We recommend you keep all notebooks, folders and supplies for your child 
in a special place (tub) for school use only.

 Provide a table, chair, headphones and computer in a consistent spot.

 Kindergarten Supplies may be used at home during Virtual Learning.

 Please do not have students behind a closed door during Zoom Meetings. 

 Be POSITIVE about virtual Learning.

 Please do not help your child during on-line assessments.

 If you or your child become overwhelmed, take a break.



Schoology

 You will get Schoology Log In information during Meet the Teacher.

 We will be using Common Core Standards, Letter Land, iReady and RazKids

 The Kindergarten Teachers Team Teach. Your child might have other teachers on pre-
recorded lessons.

 Phonics-Mrs. Benefiel 

 Reading Comprehension-Mrs. Brisbin

 Writing- Ms. Ware

 Math-Ms. Lare and Ms. Stetzer

 Science/Social Studies/AiA- Mrs. Casillas



Small Group Differentiation

 We will have Small Groups for Reading and Math.

 Small Groups will meet only 2x week via Zoom.

 Small Groups allow us to meet with a few students at a time, to work on specific 
skills. 

 Small Group time may be used for remediation or to challenge students.

 Small Groups will not start until the Week of September 14.



We are all in this together!

Don’t worry, don’t fret, don’t stress.

Take a deep breath.

It’s okay.

Technology is difficult sometimes.

Email us.

Skip it, move on, come back to it.



Websites

Also, if you have not signed up for screening, please do!

• Screening Assessments

• PTC Website: https://ccaptccary.org/

• School Newsletter- https://forms.gle/BvdoYBXhBM49tiky7

• Facebook Group- Cardinal Charter Academy Families

• CCA Uniforms- Buy, Sell or Trade (Cary, NC)

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://forms.gle/BvdoYBXhBM49tiky7

