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USING YOUR GIFTS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD 
2020-2021 

Message from the Principal 

 

Well, we made it through week one!  There were many successes, but we know that there were some strug-

gles as well.  Please remember to practice patience, and teach this to your children as we all learn together.  

We want to provide the best remote learning experience for your children, and our teachers are working 

countless hours to ensure that happens.  While our teachers are engaged with students during the day, it is 

best to email all technical questions and concerns directly to Chris Watson, cwatson@cardinalcharter.org, to 

whom I'd like to give a special shout out.  Mr. Chris Watson, our IT coordinator, has been working day and 

night for weeks now to assist our families in checking out laptops (and desks), solving technical difficulties, 

and assisting teachers in their remote learning platforms; we are so grateful for his help! 

 

This week, we will have a few days of staggered entry for Kindergarten as well as grades 3 and 4.  You MUST 

sign up for your child to attend these events in advance in order to limit the number of students in the build-

ing and protect our teachers.  Further details can be found here in the newsletter and from your child's 

teachers.  Third and fourth graders will be doing academic assessments to provide data for us to inform our 

planning. In the coming weeks, third graders will take a standardized test called the Beginning of Grade 

(BOG) test and will have an opportunity this week to practice taking this test.   

 

It was so great to see you all in remote class this week!  I LOVED seeing so many of you wearing your uniform 

and participating in class discussions and activities.  We're going to have an amazing year that we will never 

forget.  Stay safe and healthy, Cardinals!   

 

Let's have a great week of school!  

 
 

Becky Draper, Ed.D. 
Principal 

Upcoming Calendar Dates (as of 8/30, check Calendar for updates) 

 

8/31   Kindergarten Meet the Teacher  9/7     No School   
9/1-4  Kindergarten Staggered Entry (signup) 9/8     First Virtual Full Day for Kindergarten  
9/2 5:30 p.m. Board Meeting   9/14     7 p.m. PTC Meeting (Zoom) 
9/2-3 Staggered Entry (grades 3 & 4, signup)  9/14-17   Curriculum Nights    
9/3 4:30 p.m. Battle of the Books Meeting 9/21-24   Parent-Teacher Conferences   

https://ccaptccary.org/
mailto:cwatson@cardinalcharter.org
https://ccaptccary.org/calendar/
https://signup.com/go/mAaVARZ
https://signup.com/go/mAaVARZ
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Board Meeting—New 

A board meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
September 2 at 5:30 p.m.  Parents may view the 
meeting live over Cardinal’s Facebook page only. 

Attendance for MS—New 
 

Starting on Monday, August 31, middle school 

students will be using a new procedure for taking 

attendance in homeroom classes. A grade-level 

specific attendance course in Schoology is where 

students must submit homeroom attendance.  

This new procedure is only for homeroom and 

should be completed between 8-8:45 a.m. M-F. 

Students will continue to take attendance in their 

core classes according to their teachers’ proce-

dures.  
 

Absences must still be reported by parents to 

absences@cardinalcharter.org. 
 

Attendance may be checked by parents through 

PowerSchool.  

Desk Check-out 
 

If you still need to borrow a desk for remote learning, 

please contact our counselor, Ms. Farrington, here. 

Login Change for School-Issued Laptops—New 
 

The logins for school-issued HP Chromebooks will be reset late Sunday night.  Parents need to make sure 

students haven’t saved anything important on Google Drive with the individual student accounts.  If they 

have, please take it off and save somewhere else. This does not apply to the Lenovo ThinkPads or personal 

devices.  The login will change to: 

 

Username: card.student@cardinalcharter.org 

Password: student1 

 

The new login will be effective Monday morning and they will need to re-login to their Clever accounts. 

Tech Help—New 
 

For technology assistance, please first reach out to 

Chris Watson in our IT department.  He will be able to 

assist quickly if you email him directly. 

Upcoming Events—New 
 

Tentative dates are below for upcoming curriculum 

nights and parent-teacher conferences.  More details 

about these events will be provided in next week’s 

newsletter.  Both events will be mostly held virtually. 

 

Curriculum Nights:  Week of September 14 

 

Parent-Teacher Conferences:  Week of September 21 

https://ccaptccary.org/
mailto:absences@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:jfarrington@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:cwatson@cardinalcharter.org
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PTC Communication Survey 
 

This year, communication is going to be integral to 

the success of our village.  Please take a moment to 

fill out the PTC Communication Survey here so that 

your room parent can help you and your class have 

the best year possible.  Each household needs to 

complete a survey and provide the student and class 

information for each student. 

 

All families who complete the survey by Monday, 

August 31 at 11:59 p.m. will be entered into a draw-

ing for a free spirit wear shirt! 
 

https://forms.gle/7YJuWT4ijH24F7jN9 

Room Parent 
 

If you are interested in taking a more active role 

in helping our village be successful this year, 

consider volunteering to be an elementary room 

parent or a middle school grade level parent. 

You can indicate your interest on the PTC Com-

munication Survey here.  Room parent descrip-

tions can be found on the PTC website here.  

Teachers will make the final decision on room 

parents, and you will be notified of their selec-

tion.  Thank you for volunteering! 
 

Room Parent Description 

Middle School Schedule 
 

The schedule for middle school may be found 

below.  Please note this is different than the 

schedule in PowerSchool which will be used 

when we return to the building.  The period is 

designated as the second number listed after the 

“3” on the student’s schedule in PowerSchool.   
 

1st Period—8:30-9:15 

2nd Period—9:30-10:15 

3rd Period—10:30-11:15 

4th Period—11:30-12:15 

Lunch—12:15-12:45 

5th Period—12:45-1:30 

6th Period—1:45-2:30 
 

Homeroom is listed as a “1” in PowerSchool but 

it is NOT the same as 1st period on the schedule 

above. Although there is no set time for home-

room, students will still need to check in with 

their homeroom on Schoology for attendance 

sometime between 8-8:30 a.m. 

Staff Birthdays—New 
 

By not being in the building, some of the little things 

may go unnoticed.  We don’t want that to happen 

when birthdays roll around.  Each month, we will 

highlight staff birthdays and provide email addresses.  

During these difficult times, a little note of encourage-

ment or thanks on your birthday will go a long way!  

Birthdays for the months of August and September 

are below:  

 

August 

Mrs. McElreath Ms. Sparks 

Ms. Hardy  Dr. Draper 

 

September 

Ms. Hohstadt  Ms. Ware 

Mrs. McGarr  Mr. Weber 

Mrs. Prikazsky  Ms. Allen 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://forms.gle/7YJuWT4ijH24F7jN9
https://forms.gle/7YJuWT4ijH24F7jN9
https://forms.gle/7YJuWT4ijH24F7jN9
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/CCA-Room-Parent-Role-Description.pdf
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/CCA-Room-Parent-Role-Description.pdf
mailto:amcelreath@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:asparks@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:thardy@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:rdraper@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:lhohstadt@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:jhopkins@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:jmcgarr@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:bweber@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:kstockreef@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:aallen@cardinalcharter.org
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Tips for At-Home Learning—Updated 
 

Student posture while seated at a desk is very important for student com-

fort and trunk muscle development.  Many kids are sitting with their feet 

dangling and not getting trunk support.  Ms. Council, our occupational ther-

apist, has found this useful resource with tips for proper seating.  Some key 

tips are to provide a foot rest, provide back support, and be sure their com-

puter is at eye level. Please check out the full document here. 

First Day of School Pictures—New 
 

Please add pictures from the first day of school to our yearbook photo albums below! 
 

Elementary    Middle School 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Seating-Tips-for-Distant-Learning.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Y1qE5djdwsn6vxXF8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/W5veipRQhZ2PvZQLA
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Text Messages from Cardinal 

A text message to opt-in to SMS messages from Cardinal was sent recently to families.  If you did not receive 

a message and would like to subscribe, please text “Y” or “Yes” to the number ‘67587’ and it will enroll your 

phone to the service.  You should receive an opt-in confirmation message from the service.  

New Teacher Spotlight—Updated 

In this series, we will introduce our five new staff members—the fewest we’ve had in school history!  Wel-

come to the Cardinal family! 

 

Mrs. Mettler, First Grade 

 

Hey! My name is Nicole Mettler, and I am so excited to be a 

part of your Cardinal family. I am a graduate of the University 

of South Florida, and this will be my eighth year teaching.  I 

just moved to North Carolina from Tampa, Florida, where I 

was born and raised. My husband, two young daughters, and 

I are eager to explore and get to know this beautiful area. 

When we have free time, we enjoy finding new restaurants, 

coffee shops, and anything fun for the kids to do. I am happy 

to be a part of this wonderful school community and can’t wait to experience this incredible school year to-

gether.    

Battle of the Books—Updated 
 

Mrs. Mac’s Battle of the Books club is now on Schoology.  If you are in grades 3-8 and are interested in Battle 

of the Books, please join her team on Schoology with this access code: 3B8C-F2TZ-76MD6.  The first Book 

Talk of the school year will take place over Zoom on Thursday, September 3, at 4:30 p.m.  The Zoom link will 

be provided on the Schoology course page.  The team will take a look at the new book lists for 2020-2021 

and strategize about the upcoming season. The 2020-2021 elementary book list is here and the one for mid-

dle school is here.  

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://ncslma.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/2020-2021%20EBOB%20Book%20List.pdf
https://ncslma.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/MSBOB%20official%20book%20list%202020-2021.pdf
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Kindergarten Information—Updated 

Kindergarten meet the teacher continues tomorrow, August 31, with Ms. Lare and Ms. Ware.  Sign up for 

Kindergarten meet the teacher here.  Sign up for staggered entry here. 

• Meet the Teacher: August 31 from 1—6 p.m. (time slots) 

• Staggered Entry Days: September 1, 2, 3, or 4 from 8—10 a.m. or 12—2 p.m. 

• First Day for Virtual Kindergarten Class: September 8 

School Newsletter 
 

The parent newsletter (what you are reading right now!) is the primary way that the school/Dr. Draper com-

municates to parents.  It should be your go-to place for all Cardinal information.  Newsletters are also posted 

on the PTC website here after Dr. Draper emails them out on Sunday evenings. 

 

If you are not receiving the newsletter or need to add an email address to the distribution list, please email 

both Matt and Nomy.  They will add your email to the list.  The email list is taken directly from SchoolMint 

and only Nomy and Matt can change the parent contact information in that program. 

Grades K-5 Specials—Updated 
 

Update: Grade 5 is included in the specials schedule 

listed below. 

 

Students will rotate through the five specials each 

week (one of the five specials every day).  Specials are 

the same each day for all grades K-5. Students will not 

receive grades for specials classes in the first quarter. 

 

Monday—Music 

Tuesday—Art 

Wednesday—PE 

Thursday—Spanish 

Friday—Technology 

Students in Ms. Waginger’s class per-

formed an at-home science experiment 

creating rainbow bubbles! 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0f4aaba622abfd0-kindergarten1
https://signup.com/go/mAaVARZ
http://www.ccaptccary.org
mailto:mluxenberg@cardinalcharter.org
mailto:ngrant@cardinalcharter.org
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Staff Appreciation Events—Updated 

In the month of September, the Cardinal Staff Appreciation 

Committee hopes to put together Back to School Survival 

Kits (The 2020 Virtual Learning edition) for teachers and 

staff!   

To donate to the Survival Kit event sponsored by the Staff 

Appreciation Committee (and to get EASY volunteer hours), 

sign up here: https://signup.com/go/sDXfXeY. 

Parent Facebook Groups 
 

The parent’s Facebook group may be found here.  This is a group run by parents and is made for families to 

ask questions and support one another.  When joining the group, please be sure to answer ALL questions, 

including your child’s teacher.  This is to ensure the group is comprised only of Cardinal families.   
 

If you created a separate Facebook group for your child’s teacher last year, please delete the group. 
 

Individual groups for graduating class may be found below.  Kindergarten is 2033 and eighth grade is 2025.  
 

2033: https://www.facebook.com/groups/353288762501404/ 

2032: https://www.facebook.com/groups/717984265327328/ 

2031: https://www.facebook.com/groups/939899639537792/ 

2030: https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCA2030/ 

2029: https://www.facebook.com/groups/908332682627470/ 

2028: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1586981658256326/ 

2027: https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCA2027/ 

2026: https://www.facebook.com/groups/632600303504030/ 

2025: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1470435226541044/ 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://signup.com/go/sDXfXeY
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ccafamilies
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Schoology 

Schoology is the new platform Cardinal is useing for classroom materials.  This will replace Google classroom 

that Cardinal used in the Spring, although you may still see Google classroom as teachers become more fa-

miliar with Schoology.  Parent- and student-directed tutorial videos, along with an introduction presenta-

tion, may be found below. 

Every student in grades 3-8 should have received a letter at Meet the Teacher, or email from their teacher, 

on how to set up their email accounts, which are used to log in to Schoology.  Students in grades K-2 will re-

ceive login information from their teachers.  

Parent video 

Student video 

Presentation about Schoology 

Students can access Schoology in two ways: through Clever (http://www.clever.com/in/csusa-carolinas) or 

directly through the Schoology website (https://csusacardinalcharter.schoology.com).  Please try both ways 

and if you are still having trouble logging in to Schoology, email our IT department here. 
 

Parents should have received a parent access code from their child’s teacher to log in as a parent.  When 

you log in to the parent account, make sure you click the drop down arrow next to your name and click 

“Settings” to review notifications settings for Schoology. 

Student Email Accounts 
 

Student email accounts are in the format below and are used for logging in to Clever and Schoology. Student 

numbers may be found by clicking “demographic info” in the left navigation bar of PowerSchool (on the 

website, not the app). 
 

Email: studentID#@csusaNCstudent.org 

Password: first Initial, last initial, birthday (mmddyyyy), exclamation mark 

Example for Kerry Cardinal, born on February 9, 2020 with a Student ID of 123456789:  

Email: 123456789@csusaNCstudent.org 

Password: kc02092020! 

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://vimeo.com/443544262
https://vimeo.com/443505113
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CARD_Schoology_Parent_Training_2020-2021.pptx
http://www.clever.com/in/csusa-carolinas
https://csusacardinalcharter.schoology.com
mailto:cwatson@cardinalcharter.org
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Staggered Entry—Updated 
 

Please go here for all of the information on staggered entry and note that any 

information may change.  Staggered entry for middle school and fifth grade were 

canceled due to low participation. Staggered entry for grades 3-4 will continue 

August 31-September 3 and is optional.  At staggered entry, students will have 

the opportunity to meet a small group of their classmates, get to know their 

teacher(s), become more familiar with the digital platforms that they are using while learning remotely from 

home, and review processes and procedures for their return to school.  
 

The signup for staggered entry may be found here. 
 

• Third grade students will practice takeing Beginning-of-Grade (BOG) tests and fourth grade students will 

take Read to Achieve (RtA) tests during this time.  Please email your child’s teacher for any concerns regard-

ing these tests. 

• Hours are from 9 - 11am or 1 - 3pm for all grades. 

• Please sign up for only 1 spot per student with their homeroom teacher only.   

• Students will be physically distanced and no more than 5 will be allowed per spot.   

• You must sign up for a spot; this is to limit the number of people in the building.   

• There will be no more than 150 students in the building at one time during staggered-entry days.  

• Students must wear their complete uniform for staggered-entry.  The uniform policy may be found here. 

• All students and staff will wear masks.  No exceptions.  If students are unable to wear a mask or are un-

comfortable coming into the building, a PowerPoint of all material will be made available. 

• Parents should not come into the building for staggered entry. 

• Please arrive at campus 30 minutes before your assigned start time to allow time for temperature 

screenings and check in. 

• Students should NOT bring in any supplies at this time, including backpacks and lunchboxes; all school 

supplies need to remain at home until students return to the building for instruction. 

• Students will not eat lunch in either of these sessions but may bring their own water bottle 

• Please refer to the document for carpool procedures and ensure your 

child knows their carpool number.   

• Between sessions, the rooms and all surfaces will be cleaned according to 

the sanitizing protocols listed in the staggered entry document. 

• Parents who do not wish for their child to participate will be able to re-

ceive all information from their child’s teacher.   

https://ccaptccary.org/
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Staggered-Entry-Procedures.pdf
https://signup.com/go/mAaVARZ
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/CARD_Uniform_Policy_2019-2020.pdf


 

©2020 CCA PTC Cary. Material may be used unaltered with attribution unless otherwise restricted. https://ccaptccary.org/ 

August 30, 2020 

USING YOUR GIFTS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD 
2020-2021 

Mobile Learning Co-op Group 

Listed below is a link to the CCA Mobile Learning Co-op Group "match-making" form and Google mapping 

tool. This tool is designed for CCA families ONLY to locate other families interested in sharing responsibilities 

for mobile learning for the upcoming school year. Forms submitted will be uploaded to a map (link given at 

the end of the survey) for you to locate others in close proximity to you. It is up to each family to contact 

others on the list, make arrangements and work out the details. 

NOTE: The creators of this form are providing it as a service to our school community and assume no liability 

for the actions of those who choose to participate. Those families choosing to submit the form assume all 

risk and responsibilities of participation. Please understand that addresses and names will be visible within 

the map if you choose to submit. 

The map will be updated as data is input so bookmark the map link and check back often for matches.  For 

questions, please email the PTC community involvement team here.   

https://forms.gle/UxsFuKghNboHyxNA8  

Community Resources for Mobile 

Learning 

Please visit a map here for a list of community re-

sources for virtual learning.  Please contact the 

mapped organizations directly for additional infor-

mation.  If you have an organization you would like 

to add, please email the PTC community involve-

ment team here.   

https://ccaptccary.org/
mailto:ccacommunityinvolvement@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/UxsFuKghNboHyxNA8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1WircnuhKbjKXAds_GlZ976k5tNoTaYnr&usp=sharing
mailto:ccacommunityinvolvement@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1WircnuhKbjKXAds_GlZ976k5tNoTaYnr&usp=sharing
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Uniform Suppliers 

Lands’ End and FlynnO’Hara are our two uniform 

suppliers.  

FlynnO’Hara: In-store and online ordering 

8613 Glenwood Ave. Raleigh, NC 27617 

www.flynnohara.com/school/NC057    
 

Lands’ End: Online or phone ordering only    

1-800-469-2222 

www.landsend.com/school    

School code: 900190042 

Stay Connected! 

There are multiple ways the school and PTC com-

municates with parents.   
 

CCA Facebook Page 

Instagram 

CCA Families Only Facebook Page  

PTC Website: https://ccaptccary.org/ 

School Supply Lists 
 

School supply lists for 2020-2021 may be found here 

on the PTC website.  Teachers expect students to 

keep materials on the supply list at home for use 

during virtual school. 

Link Harris Teeter VIC Cards 
 

It’s time to re-link your Harris Teeter VIC card with 

Cardinal!  Cards must be re-linked to schools each 

August.  When you shop Harris Teeter brands and 

use your VIC card, a percentage of your purchase is 

donated to Cardinal.  Visit Harris Teeter’s website 

here to link your card.  Cardinal’s code is 3248. 

Spirit Wear—Updated 
 

Spirit wear is available to purchase here.  If the size 

is not listed, it is currently not available.  Hoodies 

will be added this week.  Families will receive an 

email when their spirit wear is ready to be picked 

up at the front office.  A new spirit wear online or-

dering system with direct shipping is coming soon.  

On Fridays, students are encouraged to wear cardi-

nal spirit wear.   

Mad Science Virtual Club 
 

Mad Science is offering interactive online STEM pro-

grams.  Each session will include hands-on fun with 

supplies shipped directly to parents. There will be a 

10:1 ratio of students to scientists to make sure all 

kids have an awesome time. The early bird fee is 

$59, with $5 going back to our 

school when parents sign up with 

our code: GIVEBACK472.  Please 

see the flyer at the end of the 

newsletter for more information!   

https://ccaptccary.org/
http://www.flynnohara.com/school/NC057
http://www.landsend.com/school
https://www.facebook.com/CardinalCharter/
https://www.instagram.com/cardinalcharteracademy/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ccafamilies/
https://ccaptccary.org/
https://ccaptccary.org/resources/
https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education#/app/cms
https://give.classy.org/CCA2021SpiritWear
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Mrs. Pake’s first-grade class constructed classrooms or schools out of an-

ything in their home for STEM Friday.  The students did a wonderful job 

and were very creative! 

https://ccaptccary.org/
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We are so proud of our students and their enthusiasm for learning online this past week.  

Some screen shots of classes are below.  Ms. Payne’s class held a creative hot dog drawing 

contest and Mr. Rick made a guest appearance in Ms. Hohstadt’s class.  Keep up the great 

work, Cardinals! 

https://ccaptccary.org/
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