
 

 

BE AN EVERYDAY HERO 
2017-18 

November 19, 2017 

Upcoming Calendar Dates (as of 11/19, check LiveCalendar for updates) 

11/20 Picture Day (K Make-Up and Clubs)  12/11 PTC Meeting 7-8pm (Cafeteria) 

11/20 Blaze Spirit Night (see flyer)   12/13-18 Holiday BOGO Free Book Fair (Details Soon) 

11/22-11/24 Thanksgiving—NO SCHOOL  12/14 Prospective Family Information Session 

12/29 Prospective Family Information Session 12/15 Parents Night Out/Movie Night (Details Soon)  

12/1 Recommit Deadline For F-Pass Raffle  12/20 Early Dismissal 

12/1 Progress Reports    12/21/17-1/2/18 NO SCHOOL (Winter Break) 

12/6 Board Meeting 5:30-6:30pm   1/3/18 Classes Resume 

Message from the Principal 
 

Greetings, Cardinals!  I would like to express to each and every one of you how grateful we are for you all.  Thank 
you all for your support, involvement, and care for our faculty and staff.  I hope you all have a wonderful  
Thanksgiving and are able to spend time reflecting upon all the things that you are grateful for during this break.   
 

I would like to say thanks to our Student Council (and Ms. Echstenkamper and Mr. Foster and all the other faculty 
members) for planning, organizing, and coordinating Friday night's Harvest Festival.  Thank you all for coming out to 
support them in their efforts, and thanks especially to those of you who volunteered to help.  We had a great  
turnout and the students seemed to have a great time! 
 

We have a home basketball game on Monday, so please come out and support our Cardinals.  Tomorrow night is  
also Cardinal Night at Blaze Pizza and a portion of sales will be donated back to the school; this is a great option for a 
quick and easy dinner tomorrow night. 
 

There will be NO SCHOOL on Wednesday, but the building will be open for faculty and staff.  The school is CLOSED on 
Thursday and Friday.  From us to you, Happy Thanksgiving!  Let's have a great week of school!  
 

Becky Draper, Ed.D. 
Principal 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Carpool  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fafad2ea2fd0-carpool1 
 

Cafeteria 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fafad2ea2fd0-lunch 

Picture Day 
 

Make-up pictures for Kindergarteners who weren’t in school during their original picture day will be taken  

(regular uniforms only, no PE uniforms) on Monday, November 20th, as well as school clubs/groups. 

Spirit Night at Blaze Pizza 
Morrisville 

Monday, November 20th 
5:30-8:30pm 

 

CCA will receive 25% of all sales. 
You must show the flyer to get 
credit. In-person (eat-in or to-go) 
orders count. Online orders don’t. 

https://ccaptccary.org/calendar/
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/BlazeSpiritNight2017.pdf
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fafad2ea2fd0-carpool1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fafad2ea2fd0-lunch
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/BlazeSpiritNight2017.pdf
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Prospective family information sessions, open enrollment, 

and recommitment time is here!  The recommit window has 

already opened and will close on December 31st.  Anyone 

who recommits by December 1st at 7pm will be entered 

into a raffle for a golden ticket to F-pass carpool.   
 

Upcoming Events: 

Information Sessions: November 29th, December 14th, and 

January 16th 

Recommitment Process: November 1st - December 31st 

http://apply.cardinalcharter.org 

Open Enrollment: December 1st - February 1st 

Lottery Date: Mid to late February 

It's Photo Time!! 
 

Help save Ms. Mecklenburg's life! The Yearbook students 
are desperate for something to do! 
 

Please upload your photos from events (fun run, color run, 
harvest festival, City BBQ spirit night, Blaze Pizza spirit night 
on the 20th, first grade field trip, character land parade,  
Didgeridoo Down Under, first day of school pics, dress 
down days, Wake County Animal Treats, candy round-up 
for the USO, etc.), sports (soccer games, basketball games, 
cross country meets, middle school houses kickball games, 
first vs. second recess soccer game), or the classrooms (in-
house field trips, door decorating, art classes, etc.) into our 
DropBox account before the students force Ms. Meck to 
listen to Brittany Spears again! 
 

(This cry for help is real!) 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/request/lp1eCYu9PA7V2a7JkG5G 
 

When asked to give your first and last name, please enter 
the name of the event or the classroom  
teacher!  
 

As always, a million thanks! We couldn't do Yearbook  
without you! 

Hour of Code 
Computer Science Education Week 

December 4th-8th 
 

Cardinal Charter Academy is joining in on the 
largest learning event in history: The Hour of 
Code, during Computer Science Education Week 
(December 4-8).  
 

I encourage you to volunteer during one of our 
technology class periods. To sign up, click the link 
below.  
 

If you work in the tech industry, you can briefly 
talk to students about your job or share things 
that you’ve created using technology. You can 
also lead a lesson or simply help students during 
the class period.  
 

Each class will be doing an activity from https://
hourofcode.com/us/learn. 
 

Sign up here: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080b48a4af28a5f58-computer 
 
Contact Brooke King at bking@cardinalcharter.org 
with any questions. 

Lost and Found 
All non-CSUSA clothing, lunchboxes, and water 

bottles will be donated or thrown away every 2 

weeks. 

December 13th-18th 

http://apply.cardinalcharter.org
https://www.dropbox.com/request/lp1eCYu9PA7V2a7JkG5G
https://hourofcode.com/us/learn
https://hourofcode.com/us/learn
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b48a4af28a5f58-computer
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b48a4af28a5f58-computer
mailto:bking@cardinalcharter.org
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Online Learning 
Think Through Math Passed Lessons: 
1st place: Knockett 
2nd place: Papp 
3rd place: Knockett 
4th place: Onque 
5th place: Brown 
 

Think Through Math Point Leaders: 
1st place: Knockett 
2nd place: Knockett 
3rd place: Bissonnette 
4th place: Brown 
5th place: Rohini 
 

Lexia Leaders: 
Kindergarten: Mauldin 
First Grade: Campion 
Second Grade: Hilliard 
 

Reading Plus All-Stars: 
1st place: Blair 
2nd place: Swiderski 
3rd place: Swiderski 
4th place: Sandbank 
5th place: Wells 

Humans aren’t as good as we 

should be in our capacity to  

empathize with feelings and 

thoughts of others, be they  

humans or other animals on 

Earth. So maybe part of our  

formal education should be  

training in empathy. Imagine 

how different the world would be if, in fact, that were ‘reading, writing, arithmetic, empathy.’ 

—Neil deGrasse Tyson 

Science Fair 
November 19, 2017 
 

Dear CCA parents, 
 

Each year, our school holds a Science Fair that is open to students in the 
3rd through 8th grades.  Participation in the Science Fair is optional, and 
the science fair project is completed outside school by the students and 
then brought to school on the day of the fair to be judged by a panel of 
teachers, scientists, and parents who work in the field of science.   
 

Students are required to be present at the fair to explain their experiment 
to the judges.  Last year, we had many talented students who participated 
in our school fair.  Our winners went on to compete in the CSUSA  
Regional and National Science Fairs, and we even had one student who 
won third place out of all the middle school participants in the CSUSA  
network. 
 

This year’s Science Fair will be held after school on January 10th, 2018.  
Participating students and their parents must read over the requirements 
found in the Student Packet.  In order to participate, a signed copy of the 
Project Proposal Form (page 7 of the packet) must be turned in to the 
homeroom teacher by DECEMBER 8th.  
 

Planning and designing an experiment is a time-consuming process, and 
the students are required to create both a trifold display and a research 
paper.  The Science Fair entry does not need to be complicated, but it 
does need to ask a question rather than simply demonstrating a concept.  
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via email.  Once I 
have the names of those participating, I will directly contact the parents 
of students who are participating with further information. I look forward 
to seeing the ingenuity and creativity of our students on display. 
 

Lisa Ross 
Science Fair Coordinator, 7th grade Science, Middle Grades Science chair 
Cardinal Charter Academy 
lross@cardinalcharter.org 

https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Student-Science-Fair-Packet-2017.pdf
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Student-Science-Fair-Packet-2017.pdf
mailto:lross@cardinalcharter.org
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Athletic Team Sponsorships 
 

A new level has been added to available  
sponsorships—Bronze Star ($150). Please view the 
sponsorship letter for more information, and pass it 
along to any businesses you think might be willing to 
sponsor CCA’s athletic teams. 

Home Basketball Game Schedule 
 

Come support CCA basketball! 

Home games are played in the CCA gym. 

Girls play at 4:15pm. Boys play at 5:15pm. 

Tickets sold at the door: $2 for students, $4 for adults. 
 

11/20/17  Healthy Start Academy 

11/28/17  KIPP 

12/8/17  Maureen Joy Charter 

12/14/17  Henderson Collegiate 

12/18/17  Healthy Start Academy 

1/4/18   Pre-Eminent 

1/9/18   RTCA 

1/11/18  Word of God 

1/12/18  KIPP 

1/16/18  Cary Academy 

1/23/18  Durham Academy 

Basketball Concessions Sign-Up 
Multiple volunteers are needed for all home games. 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fafad2ea2fd0-20172018 

Lunch Account Updates 
 

Hello Cardinals and Parents, 
 

I wanted to update everyone that lunch accounts 
should be your student’s PowerSchool number.  
 

However, in some cases their PowerSchool number 
may not be their eFunds/Freedom Café Mobile App 
linked account numbers.  
 

Now that I have been given access to correct student 
identifiers and information, I can look students up  
expeditiously.  
 

Also, if you prefer to send checks, money orders, or 
cash, please send it in a sealed envelope with the  
student's name, grade level, and homeroom teacher 
on it. 
 

Thank you again for your patience and understanding 
in this matter. Please let me know if I can assist you in 
any way with this process. 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

Jennifer McFetridge 
Cafeteria Manager 
jmcfetridge@cardinalcharter.org 

1st Grade Versus 2nd Grade Recess Soccer Game 

1st Grade 
Team 

https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CCA-Athletic-Sports-Sponsorship-Updated-2017-2018.pdf
https://ccaptccary.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CCA-Home-Games-2017-2018.pdf
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fafad2ea2fd0-20172018
mailto:jmcfetridge@cardinalcharter.org
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Transformation at Cardinal 
 

I'd like to address some concerns from parents regarding the changes that have happened since the end of school 
last year.  I know that there have been MANY, and Cardinal has lost some really good teachers, students, and  
parents for a variety of reasons.  Please know that some of these changes and transformations have been  
calculated in order to create a better school.  I firmly believe that change, while often difficult, is essential in 
achieving our goals for our students.     
 

I came into our building in July with a primary mission to hire and keep the very best teachers because they are the 
driving force in our building.  I want teachers who are committed to the profession, committed to building  
relationships with your child, and who are in the profession for the long haul while navigating difficulties  
daily.  In our quest to hire the best and brightest, we have sought out teachers with resilience, patience, and  
flexibility because that's what good teacher leaders need in order to be successful in a really stressful profession.   
 

To support them, we rely on Charter Schools USA's Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum.  It's specifically tailored to 
the North Carolina state standards, and it's aligned to what students across the state are expected to master.  It's 
very specific, and it's written in a way that's very teacher-friendly.  We also have an incredible support team of  
Curriculum Resource Teachers, a Reading Specialist, a Math Coach, and teacher leaders who work together daily to 
ensure that your child is receiving a top notch education.  They all work together within the PLC (Professional 
Learning Community) process at least weekly (and often daily) to discuss strategies, curriculum, and instructional 
methods that work.   
 

Charter Schools USA is also providing support to all the North Carolina schools by involving Noble Education  
Initiative in a consultant role.  Their team of educators have been frequent visitors on our campus to give us  
feedback, support, and resources to enhance our educational model.  They are helping us bridge the gap between 
what we need to be successful and our parent company, and they've already helped us initiate more positive 
changes that are helping us to transform our school.   
 

Providing a solid education is our primary focus, and we will continue to support our teachers as they strive for  
excellence in instruction.  This takes time, but it's an investment in our school and in your child's education.  We 
are preparing them to do amazing things, and we're excited about the future at Cardinal Charter Academy.   
 

As always, my door (and my email address!) is always open.  I want to hear your concerns, and I want to work with 
you to continue to ensure that this school is providing an outstanding educational, social, and emotional  
experience.  Also, please remember that getting your only news about the school from social media can leave you 
with a skewed version of what’s really happening, possibly based on personal opinion. If you have concerns, please 
contact your student’s teacher, or email me. Thank you for supporting us as we transform into a better version of 
what is already an amazing school.   
 

Becky Draper, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Cardinal Charter Academy 
RDraper@cardinalcharter.org 

mailto:RDraper@cardinalcharter.org


 

 

 

Organization name: Cardinal Charter Academy  

Date:   November 20, 2017 

Time:   5:30pm-8:30pm 

Location:  Blaze Pizza – Morrisville  

  1024 Market Center Drive 
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